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No sooner had the old School finally ceased to operate than citizens of Malton, headed by 


Mr. William Copperthwaite, began to agitate for its revival, this time in New Malton, long 


since the larger of the two settlements. This was in tune with the spirit of the time, for the 


feeling was spreading that a greater proportion of the country's young people should be 


having the benefits of education to a higher level than that provided at the local elementary 


schools. This feeling took effect in the Balfour/Morant Education Act of 1902, which 


constituted County and County Borough Councils as Local Education Authorities, and 


charged them to provide, among other things, facilities for secondary education in areas 


where they were not already available.  


When the school was refounded, therefore, it was under the control of the North Riding 


Authority, though the Governors, by reason of the old Holgate endowent, retained a certain 


amount of independence. Moreover, as Malton stood on the boundary between the North and 


East Ridings, it was agreed that the East Riding Authority should contribute towards the cost 


of the School and that about a third of the School's pupils should be drawn from that area. 


Thus of the twenty three Governors eight were to be appointed by the North Riding County 


Council, and two by the East Riding County Council. Three Governors were to represent 


Malton U.D.C. and two to represent Norton U.D.C. Four were to be appointed by the 


Archbishop of York, one by the Dean and Chapter of York, a sixth by the Archdeacon of 


Cleveland, and a seventh by the Lord of the Manor of Old Malton, providing a direct link 


with the School's original situation. It can be said at the outset that M.G.S. has been most 


fortunate in its Governors, who have not only guided its affairs with wisdom and 


discernment, but often taken a close interest in the day to day life of the school. A particular 


debt must be acknowledged to the Worsley family, which has been represented on the Board 


throughout the greater part of the School's history, while both Sir William and his father 


before him have been outstandingly active and benificient Chairmen. 


It was immediately decided that the new Malton G.S. should be co-educational. This was 


often the case with schools founded at this time in rural areas, where there were not enough 


pupils to justify the expense of two separate schools. At the time such schools were 


something of a novelty in English education, for it was only in the last quarter of the 


nineteenth century that the idea of providing advanced education for girls had been taken 


seriously. In areas where there were already well established boys' Grammar Schools it 


seemed simplest and most convenient to build a separate school for the girls. Moreover, the 


separation of the sexes during adolescence appealed to the English, with more than a taint of 


Puritanism still about them. Country schools such as at Malton and elsewhere in the North 


Riding hold an important place in the gradual acceptance in England of co-education as a 


respectable and purposeful system. It is not appropriate here to argue the merits of one 


educational system as against another, but it can be claimed that under the wise direction of 


its three headmasters M.G.S. has enjoyed the many advantages arising from the day to day 


association of boys and girls during their most formative years. Certainly the friendly and 


intimate atmosphere that has always characterised the School owes much to the good effect 


that boys and girls can have upon each other. 


A site for the new school was found at the top of Middlecave Road, on the western outskirts 


of Malton, and the land was given to the Governors by Earl Fitzwilliam. The situation is, of 


course , magnificent, and few schools in England have the equal of it. The School stands 







clear of the town, yet within easy reach of it. It is away from any main road. Northwards, 


there is a breath-taking view across open fields and the Hovingham Road down to Ryedale 


and far beyond to the North Yorkshire Moors. 


Erection of the new School began in 1910, to a plan by a well known architect, Mr. Brierley. 


The buildings were ready for occupation by the summer of 1911, and the School received its 


first pupils, twenty seven boys and thirteen girls, on Thursday, September 14th. There they 


were met by three full-time teachers, two of them just beginning in the profession, and by 


three part-time assistants. Years afterwards one of these pupils, Eleanor Atkin (1911-14), 


writing for the one hundredth edition of the School Magazine, recalled something of her 


feelings on that first day: 


'I still remember the thrill of that first morning, when I went to the Grammar School an entire 


stranger, knowing not a soul, and how impressed I was with the beautiful new building, new 


furniture, new books, new teachers.; everything was new and wonderful to me, and the 


"Head" most delightful of all. We scholars almost worshipped him, and other children who 


visited the School were envious of our young and debonair Headmaster . . . There surely 


never was a happier school . . .' 


This well liked Headmaster was Edward Lorraine Watt, M.A., L.L.B., a Cambridge classicist 


with teaching experience at Wellington College and Halesowen G.S., aged only thirty three. 


He was to remain at M.G.S. until January 1937, when he died in office, after nursing the 


young school through its early days and troubles and bringing it forward into its maturity. 


The following extract from one of his reports to the Governors reveals the spirit in which he 


began his Headmastership: 


'We have endeavoured to give a kind of training that shall turn out good citizens well 


equipped for the service of life, not each seeking his own at the expense of others but each 


earnestly desiring to serve his fellows with himself.' 


His choice of a School motto, 'Audi Alteram Partem' (hear the other point of view), testifies 


further to his concern for tolerance and community spirit, qualities that were to engender that 


happy atmosphere that has always been an outstanding feature of M.G.S. Mr. Watt taught 


English, Latin and a little Scripture, and he participated in many sides of School life. His 


former pupils, many now in their fifties and sixties, still talk fondly and at length of his 


kindness and understanding. Obviously, he was happiest when sharing in their activities, be it 


evening tennis, Sunday discussions or House concerts. The detail and thoroughness of his 


notes on old scholars in The Maltonian' show his interest in them all, distinguished or 


otherwise, long after they had left his care. 


His two principal assistants were both young and inexperienced but it is clear, even at the 


distance of half a century.that both shared their leader's zest and drive. Thomas Curzon, with 


a First Class Honours degree in Chemistry at Manchester University, came to teach 


Mathematics, Science and Geography, with Boys' P.E. until 1913. His stay at the School was 


short, for he left in 1915for war service and then went on to Mill Hill and eventually to a 


Headship in Leeds. But by marriage in 1917 to Dorothy Walker, O.M. (1911-14) he 


perpetuated his links with Malton. The School's first Senior Mistress was Miss Marion 


Edwards, B.A. in Honours French of the University of Wales. She taught principally French 


but also English for a year and Needlework until 1914. Ill health enforced her resignation in 


1917, but the handsome Tennis Cup that she presented has kept her name a reality for 







succeeding generations of Maltonians. The Staff was completed by three teachers who 


attended at first for only one day a week — Miss Douthett for Art, Mr. Walter Metcalf for 


Woodwork, and Miss Tindall for Domestic Science. Miss Douthett and Mr. Metcalf both 


travelled from Whitby once a week and gave the School faithful service until well into the 


Thirties. 


The School's numbers rose steadily from the initial forty to about a hundred and thirty in the 


last years of the period. The great majority paid fees, a hundred and thirty-four of the hundred 


and eighty-two pupils admitted during the first four years. But there were a number of 


Scholarships available for competition from private and elementary schools, as stipulated by 


the 1902 Act. During this four year period sixteen such Scholarships were awarded by the 


Governors out of the ancient Holgate endowment, eighteen were given by the North Riding 


and fourteen by the East Riding. Further grants for older pupils could be obtained by way of 


the Pupil/Teacher system, by which students attended M.G.S. for some of the days of the 


week but spent the rest of the time teaching at elementary schools in the neighbourhood. 


At first there were three forms, called Two, Three and Four, but a First Form was started in 


1912 for children as young as eight, and Fifth and Sixth Forms had been added by 1914. 


Pupils were admitted at variable ages, more or less at their parents' whim, though all had to 


pass an entrance examination set by the Staff io meet the pupil's age. The youngest applicants 


had to pass an examination in Reading, Spelling and the first four rules of Arithmetic. Of the 


first hundred and fifty pupils admitted forty-nine went into the Second Form and sixty-seven 


into the Third. 


The geographical range covered by the School was extensive, reaching from Gilling and 


Ampleforth in the west to Sherbum in the east, and as far south over the Wolds as Wetwang 


and Fridaythorpe. Many of the country pupils travelled by train, along the York, 


Scarborough, Gilling and Driffield lines, while others, from the most remote areas, had to 


find weekly lodging in Malton or Norton. 


The motives of parents willing to purchase Secondary Education for their children defy exact 


analysis. Many, no doubt, were eager for qualifications leading to a worthy career or at least 


'a good job'. Others thought more in terms of a finishing education before their son or 


daughter began the serious business of life in the kitchen or on the farm. The School's 


patronage reflects the economy of the district, good farming country on the Yorkshire Wolds 


and the Howardian Hills, and in the Vale of Pickering. Of the two hundred and eighteen 


pupils admitted from 1911 to 1915 fifty-eight came from farms, forty-four from local retailers 


and twenty-seven from other local businesses, such as builders and agricultural engineers. 


The fathers of thirteen pupils held clerical posts and eight pupils came from Norton's racing 


community. Only twenty-one had parents who could be called 'professional,' though here the 


range was wide, including teachers, a doctor, a veterinary surgeon, bank managers, a 


noncomformists minister, an accountant and local inspectors of various types. Many of this 


latter group, however, together with the more successful business families of the town, 


preferred the advantages of a boarding school for their children, and thus the School lost the 


support of many of the best informed households of 'the area. On occasion, indeed, the 


School was used as something of a preparatory school and during its first ten years seventeen 


pupils left for other schools, ranging from Cheltenham Ladies' College, Worksop and St. 


Peter's, York, to Yorkshire schools with boarding departments such as Pocklington, Eirnfield 


College, and Bridlington G.S. A private girls' school in Malton, St. Michael's, offered further 


competition. 







The buildings that housed the young School were soon overcrowded, as they were designed 


to accommoda'te a hundred and twenty pupils, a number exceeded in 1917. The classrooms 


formed three sides of a rectangle, the south, east and west sides of the present quadrangle. 


They consisted of a Hall, five teaching rooms, a room for Science, and Woodwork and 


Domestic Science rooms. There was no Gym; the boys did their exercises outside and the 


girls 'their 'Swedish Drill' in the Hall. Pupils who had packed lunches ate them in the 


Domestic Science room. As made clear by the architect at the opening ceremony at the end of 


September 1911, the School had been built on strictly economical lines, but the present 


building was part of a larger scheme, and future additions would include Science and Art 


rooms, and a Gymnasium, while the vacant ground to the west would be the site of the 


Headmaster's house. Most of these plans, alas, went unfulfilled for many a year! There were 


no tennis courts until 1913, no asphalting for the quadrangle until well into "the twenties,' and 


at the outset not even the lawns and shrubbery that were later to set the building off to such 


advantage. These last, however, were soon laid out, and planted, as were the hedges of the 


open air stage. Scholars and teachers, it is clear, took great pains in the appearance of their 


School and made the most of their modest facilities. 


That the premises were not more quickly improved was due in large measure, of course, to 


the First World War, which affected the School adversely in this and in many other ways. It 


was indeed a cruel discouragement that the young School should have to meet this great 


international calamity so early in its career. Not only were funds lacking for expansion but 


activities had to be curtailed. Staff were lost to the forces and parents felt disinclined to spend 


money on their sons' education. The School gave distinguished service however, to the 


national cause. Two masters gained commissions and a mistress was awarded the M.B.E. for 


her war work. Fifty five boys served in the ranks and seven of these gave their lives: Cecil 


Barr (1912-14), Jack Binnie (1913-14), Sidney Bowes (191415), Walter Cattle (1911-14), 


Rex Fowles (1914-15), Wallace Piercy (1913-17), and Wilfred Sowersby (1914-17). Those at 


home were also active and the School's War Savings totalled £509.3s.6d., and its relief 


collections £175.16s.3d. But in spite of the abnormal conditions of war it is possible, as we 


look back on those early years, as we talk to the Scholars of the day, now on the verge of 


their retirement, or as we browse through the pages of 'The Maltonian', which appeared 


regularly from 1917 onwards, to gain a strong and positive impression of the School. Certain 


characteristics stand out that are to typify the later years and are at the root of the School's 


traditions. The atmosphere was a contented one; there was the air of a large family about 


M.G.S. during these formative years. Helen Carlisle (1912-17), now Mrs. Wilson, recalling 


her schooldays, writes: 


'...we were indeed a happy little party, delighted with the novelty of the new school, its 


buildings and playing fields, and with the sense of responsibility of helping to build up on the 


right lines the traditions of what would one day become a much bigger school ...' 


And Doris Boyt (1913-18), the first Editor of 'The Maltonian', was moved to write in her last 


Editorial: 


'No more of all that made life so good at M.G*S - the happy comradeship and the good old 


time-worn jokes. ... Soon we shall be scattered but we shall always retain pleasant memories 


of M.G.S... ' 


Staff-pupil relations were always unusually cordial, teachers joined freely in games, concerts 


and House picnics. Christmas parties, often in fancy dress, are regularly reported as highly 







successful. The games of the School, though largely internal on account of war-time 


astringencies, were played with zest and good spirit. An Old Maltonian remarks: 


'If it is true that the vital innermost spirit of any student institution is faithfully mirrored in its 


games, then M.G.S., even in its infant days, was an institution to be proud of'  


But though tolerance and easy relations were the order of the day, discipline was not 


neglected. Uniform was decreed for the girls though it was not compulsory for the boys, and 


Prefects were appointed to be responsible for general behaviour, though as always their 


powers provoked criticism from the rank and file. 


Life at School throughout these years was full. Lessons were given six days a week, with half 


days on Wednesdays and Saturdays, when games were played and attendance was expected. 


We read also of Sunday discussions organized by this most enthusiastic of Headmasters. 


Staff changes were numerous, largely on account of the war. As well as the Headmaster Mr. 


Metcalf and Miss Douthett were with the School continually. But Miss Tindall the third 


original part-time teacher, left after two months and was replaced in the Domestic Science 


room by Miss Mackie. Miss Stone, the first History specialist, was appointed direct from 


Bedford College, London, in 1912, and another addition was Miss Piggott, who taught 


Swedish Drill one day a week. 1913 was a landmark in the School's history, for in that year a 


young man called T. A. Williams was appointed to the Staff, straight from Manchester 


University, where he had obtained his B.Sc. with Second Class honours in Chemistry, and 


also his M.Sc. 


In 1914 Miss Stone left and was eventually replaced by Miss Cranfield, who was, like Miss 


Edwards, a graduate of Wales. Miss Milne replaced Miss Mackie for Domestic Science, but 


her appointment was full time and she also taught junior French and Singing. That Autumn, 


alas, saw the outbreak of war. Mr. Curzon and Mr. Williams enlisted almost at once, and 


Miss Milne followed in 1915 for war-work in London that was eventually to win her the 


M.B.E. Mr. Williams, who was to take part in the Gallipoli campaign and to be a prisoner of 


war, was replaced by Miss Shapely, who taught principally Mathematics and who stayed at 


M.G.S. until 1920, eighteen months after his return. Mr. Curzon's Science was undertaken by 


a succession of mistresses, beginning with Miss Paterson, who left in 1917for work in a 


Government Laboratory, then by Miss Saunders, and finally by Miss Qualye. An even longer 


series of teachers took charge of Miss Milne's Domestic Science and Singing. Mis Piggott's 


part-time services for P.E. ended in 1916. She was succeeded first by Miss Bedford and later 


by Miss Buck who stayed until April 1919, when she was appointed a lecturer at Coventry 


Training College. 


In 1917 Miss Edwards resigned after health trouble. With staff problems so acute, this was 


indeed a great loss. The headmaster wrote in 'The Maltonian': 


'I want to tell you that, since we opened six years agp, Miss Edwards has given herself 


unreservedly to M.G.S. For all the many good points of our girls, old and present, we have to 


thank Miss Edwards. We thank her too, for all the many things which she has done for us 


outside her professional duties ... I would like to say with what gratitude we think of her 


organization of School Tennis and of her unfailing devotion to the School Library, which 


made her the guide and mentor of all those who use it' 







For a year there was no permanent French Mistress, but the subject was maintained by three 


temporary appointments, including that of Miss Caldwell, later to become a lecturer in 


Modern Languages at Leeds University. In 1918 Miss Murphy, with a B.A. of Cork 


University, was appointed and remained until 1912. Meanwhile, back in 1917, there had been 


a new appointment, reflecting the growing numbers, that of Miss Williams as Junior Form 


Mistress. 


The war, of course, was over late in 1918, but it was well into 1919 before the Staff was back 


on a normal footing. Mr. Williams, to whom the School had presented a sword in 1917, on 


his receip) of a commission, returned to the School, and we hear references to 'a lady north of 


the border,' soon to come south as Mrs. Williams, The year also saw two newcomers. Miss 


Ferrey took over from Miss Buck as Girls' P. E. mistress, teaching two days a week. Miss 


Cranfield departed and in her place the School welcomed Mr A. Barty, soon and for 


evermore to be known affectionately as 'A.B.' who retired as Senior Master in 1955 after 


thirty-six years of devoted service in charge of History, Geography and Music With Miss 


Whitehead as the most recent appointment as Domestic Science teacher the strength of the 


Staff in Septembel 1920 stood therefore at five full time teachers and four part time: Mr. 


Watt, Headmaster: English, Latin, Scripture. Mr. Williams, Senior Master: Science, Boys' 


P.E. and Games. Miss Shapely: Mathematics. Miss Murphy: French, junior English. Mr. 


Barty; History Geography and also on a part time basis Miss Douthett: Art. Mr. Metcalfe: 


Woodwork. Miss Ferrey: Girls' P.E. and Games. Miss Whitehead: Domestic Science. 


Completing the Staff were Mr. and Mrs. George Barker, who had been appointed as School 


Caretakers in 1912, and who lived in a house bought by the School at number 61 Newbiggin. 


It is difficult to form a fair picture of 'the academic standing of the School during its first 


decade. Our only guide is the performance in external examinations, which were attempted 


by only about a quarter of the pupils. The first external success came in 1913 when Eleanor 


Atkin (1911-14) passed Part I of the Board of Education Preliminary Certificate, which was 


needed by all intending teachers. By 1920 thirty-four pupils had been successful in both parts 


of this Certificate, which were usually taken in successive years. The standard seems to have 


been below that of the present '0* level G.C.E. Equivalent to '0' level at this time were the 


Senior Locals set by various examining bodies, for which passes were required in a number 


of subjects. M.G.S. pupils took the Oxford Seniors for the first time in 1915 and nineteen 


candidates had been successful before the locals were replaced in 1920 by the new School 


Certificate, of comparable standard but with greater uniformity between the different 


examining boards. Honours could be obtained in the Oxford Seniors. Evelyn Longster (1911-


17) in 1915 and Gertrude Baker (1913-20) in 1917 both obtained Second Class Honours, the 


latter with Distinction in English, and Alan Whyte (1912-19) obtained Third Class Honours. 


The most difficult examination attempted was Matriculation, necessary for University 


entrance and somewhere between the standards of the present '0' and 'A' levels. That set by 


the Northern Universities was taken for the first time in 1917 and between that year and 1920 


five pupils were successful - Harold Kirkbride (1911-17), Alan Wright (1914-20), Dorothy 


Freer (1916-20), William Grassby (191720), Jane Thackray (1915-21) and Margaret Leng 


(1915-21). 


Perhaps the occupations taken up by School leavers gives a more accurate picture of the 


academic standing. Of the first two hundred and fifty pupils admitted, twenty-three entered 


local businesses, often those of their family, and twenty-nine left to help at home, these, of 


course, being mostly girls. Twenty-three took up farming, often, again, on a family farm. 







None of these, over a third of the intake, can be said to have benefitted from their Secondary 


Education from a career point of view, though the fault was certainly not the School's, the 


situation being rather a reflection of the attiude of parents and of the low academic 


attainments permitted by fee-paying. Twenty-nirie pupils took up clerical posts, in banks, 


local government, and some of these proceeded to successful and rewarding careers. But 


teaching was the most popular profession, particularly for the girls. Eighteen pupils left to 


become uncertificated teachers, armed often only with their Preliminary Certificates. Twenty-


three others entered Training 'Colleges, thirteen of them the new College at Leeds, and others 


as far afield as Stockwell and Chichester. Six of these students were awarded North Riding 


County Council Training College Scholarships, awarded for academic attainment and for 


personality. They were: Eleanor Atkin (1911-1914), Winifred Atkin (1912-16), Evelyn 


Longster (1911-17), Rosamund Brown (1913-17), Mary Booth (1913-19) and Edna Skelton 


(1914-19). In addition two North Riding Art Scholarships were won, both taken up at the 


Scarborough College of Art, by Alixena Whyte (1911-13), and by Beatrice Reynolds (1916-


19). 


Nine boys entered the Merchant Navy during this period, Geoffrey Freer (1912-16) winning a 


North Riding Nautical Engineering Scholarship to H.M.S. Fishguard, and Clive (1915-18) 


and Herbert Smith (1915-17) both winning East Riding Nautical Scholarships to H.M.S. 


Fishguard and H.M.S. Worcester respectively. Thirteen boys took up engineering, several 


with Armstrong and Whitworth in York, but one as far afield as Coventry. Four girls became 


nurses, though not immediately on leaving School. Eight pupils passed directly into the 


forces, seven gained employment on the railway, two entered racing stables in Norton, one 


was articled to an architect and two joined the police force. It is notable, however, that many 


pupils changed jobs a few years after they had left School, in many cases after a spell in the 


forces, often to careers with better prospects and rewards. 


The first Maltonian to enter a University was James Fairbanks (1912-14), who was admitted 


to St. John's College Cambridge, after a spell of private reading at home. Similarly Eric 


Fuller (1911-17) proceeded to an engineering degree at Sheffield University some years after 


he had left School. But it was not until 1918 that boys passed direct from Malton G.S. - 


Harold Kirkbride (1911-17), and George Nicholson (1915-18) in that year, and William 


Grassby (1917-20) and Alan Wright (1914-20) two years later, all to Leeds University. 


The games of the School were much curtailed by the war. Cricket, Football and Hockey were 


introduced at the outset and Tennis was added in 1913, when two grass courts became 


available. Netball, also, was introduced soon afterwards. Athletic Sports were held regularly 


from 1912. For all of these House Competitions were immediately introduced. At first there 


were only two Houses, Fitzwilliam and Holgate, taking their names from benefactors already 


mentioned in this booklet. Two others, Carlisle and Willoughby, named after other 


benefactors of the School, were added in 1914, as numbers grew. 


Some external matches were played in the early days, against the grammar schools at 


Pickering and Whitby, and against Scarborough Municipal School. Inter-School Sports were 


also instituted, between Pickering, Whitby and Malton, held on the grounds of each in turn. 


These were important social events and almost the whole School went when the sports were 


at Whitby or Pickering. All these events ceased in 1914 and were not properly resumed again 


until 1919. The School met with some successes, though there was little more than a hint of 


the fine sporting achievements of later years. In 1919-20, for instance, the Football XI played 


three matches and won two, the Hockey XI won one of its four games, and a solitary Netball 







match against Rowntrees of York was lost. In the summer of 1920 both Cricket and Tennis 


teams won two of the three matches played. On no occasion did Malton win the Inter-School 


Sports but came second in 1919 and 1920; on the latter occasion the boys were comfortable 


winners in their events, but were let down into second place by poor performances from the 


girls. The cost of games was a great problem, for no subsidies were as yet forthcoming from 


the North Riding, and there were frequent socials to raise funds. Towards the end of the 


decade a number of trophies were presented to the School and gave added impetus to House 


Competitions. Apart from Miss Edwards' Tennis Cup, Mr. Pearson, then Vice-Chairman of 


the Governors, presented a Cricket Cup, the Hon. H. W. Fitzwilliam a Football Cup, Lady 


Mary Fitzwilliam a Hockey Cup and the old scholars a Netball Cup. 


Activities outside the classroom have always been important at M.G.S. It would appear, 


however , that these did not always get full support. The Headmaster writes in 'The 


Maltonian' in 1920: 


Someday I hope to see the right spirit shown in connection with our School activities 


House Concerts were common throughout this period, each House giving one concert a year. 


The Headmaster, it would appear, was much in demand on these occasions, primarily as a 


vocalist. Not belonging to any House he was obliged to appear at each concert. The School 


presented its first play, on the outdoor stage, in July 1917 - Shakespeare's 'Twelth Night.' It 


was followed by The Tempest' in 1918 and 'Midsummer Night's Dream' in 1919. The plays 


were performed twice at School and at several places in the neighbourhood, for example 


Swinton Grange. The plays are all reviewed in 'The Mal'tonian' by the Rev. A. Brooke, 


Rector of Slingsby and a Governor of the School. His comments are warm and enthusiastic. 


'As You Like If was planned for 1920, but had to be abandoned because of preparations for 


examinations. 


A Literary and Debating Society was started in 1917, offering its members debates, social 


evenings, mock trials and talks by visitors to the School. At about the same time a Reading 


Circle was formed for readings from Shakespeare, but was poorly supported. Singing was 


always taught on the School curriculum, but the School's music received its first great 


impetus with the arrival of Mr. Barty in 1919. A Choir was formed at once, the first public 


concert was given in 1920, and in that year the School was supplying five local churches with 


their organists. 


School excursions, apart from the fairly regular School picnics, were infrequent. Camps were 


held, both before and after the war. And in 1919 the Sixth Form had a full day historical 


excursion to York. A Field Club was started in 1917 but membership, rather strangely, was 


confined to girls. 


An idea always close to the heart of Mr. Watt was that of the School as a lively and growing 


community, embracing old scholars as well as pupils and Staff. Thus in 1918 an Old 


Maltonian Association was founded, growing naturally out of social meetings of past and 


present Maltonians. In its early days the O.M.A. was very active and by 1920 membership 


had risen to over ninety. There were regular meetings and dances, and Sunday gatherings for 


discussions. Football and Hockey matches were played, there was an annual picnic, and a 


reunion social once a year. 







Ultimately, it may be argued, the test of a School lies in the lives of its old pupils. Here, 


however, there is no yardstick of success. Academic honours gained, positions obtained, 


promotions earned - these are, of course, a partial guide. But there is means of assessing 


individual happiness or soundness of character, and very few of measuring service given to 


friends and to the community. It is possible to summarise the careers of those Old Maltonians 


of these years that are still within our ken, and this will be attempted in succeeding 


paragraphs . Elsewhere, there are only impressions; but these, such as they are, stand to the 


School's credit. Most Maltonians of the war years and before seem to have led useful and 


happy lives, whatever their worldly fortune. If it is not an impertinence to say so, the great 


majority of those known to us seem to have made happy marriages, often with other Old 


Maltonians. If we may add one more generalisation, it is this, that many Maltonians, though 


perhaps leaving School with little or no academic qualification, have risen to positions of 


eminence or authority, perhaps by reason of qualities of hard effort, enterprise and initiative, 


while a spirit of boldness and adventure has carried many Maltonians to interesting and 


unusual careers in many parts of the world. And for all these things the School can claim not 


a little credit. 


 








1920-37 


 


After the innovations of the previous decade and the confusions brought by the First World 
War these years are a time of quiet and consolidation. There were no major alterations in the 
School's status, nor in its social range. Mr. Watt remained in office throughout, the period 
ending with his sudden death. The number of Staff changes was much reduced, and no less 
than six of the assistant teachers—Mr. Williams, Mr. Barty, Mr. Metcalfe, Miss Douthett, 
Miss Turner and Miss Slipper—were at their posts for the whole or the greater part of the 
period, thus supplying the continuity and tradition so sadly wanting in the early years. The 
School's academic record was improved, and its sporting and musical traditions established. 
And always there remained that happy atmosphere and spirit of co-operation amongst the 
pupils and between them and the Staff that has become one of the School's outstanding 
features.  


Numbers throughout remained above the hundred and twenty for which the buildings had 
originally been intended. The peak was a hundred and sixty, in 1921, but this dropped to a 
hundred and thirty-two in 1928. The majority of pupils paid fees. In 1924 these were £4 a 
term, with 30/- a year for books. Scholarships were awarded as previously; in 1928, for 
example, the admissions consisted of seven Governors' Scholars, Two East Riding Scholars, 
one North Riding Scholar, and nineteen others. Accommodation remained a serious problem. 
The only new building in 'the Twenties' was a wooden hut, erected in 1921 across the 
northern side of the quadrangle. It was used for several purposes. We read that in 1922 it was 
a Reading and Recreation Room, but in 1929 it was a Prefects' Room. Classroom facilities 
were not entirely satisfactory, there being no specialised rooms for Art nor for Science, 
though the present Room 5 was equipped to bear some semblance to a Laboratory. Another 
serious problem was that of the Library. By 1928 some two thousand books had been 
accumulated but there was no adequate storage space. Bookcases were given by the Staff and 
housed in Form Five's form room. Form Five resorting to the Hall!  


The first improvements came in 1927, benefiting chiefly 'the sporting life of the School. New 
changing rooms, with six hot and cold showers, were presented by Mr. W. Pearson in  
memory of his father, formerly a School Governor. The following year two new Tennis 
courts were laid, and the 'quad' was asphalted, and P.E. apparatus supplied to be used on it. 
Mr. Watt, always a keen sportsman, never ceased to campaign vigorously for yet more 
sporting facilities, and during the School's Twenty-First birthday celebrations in 1932 a large 
sum of money was raised by the School, and the Govehiors were able to use 'this to purchase 
the fields north and west of the School field, though these did not come into use until after 
Mr. Watt's death. Mr. Watt was also denied the pleasure of seeing in use the new Science 
Laboratory, for which he had long pressed, though its construction on the site of the hut, 
along the north side of the quadrangle, was begun in 1936, together with additional changing 
rooms and toilets for both boys and girls. 


The number of Staff remained constant at nine until 1920, when the School was permitted an 
additional teacher. An additional post from 1920 to 1924 was that held by Miss Winifred 
Atkin, O.M. (1912-16), in charge of the Kindergarten, i.e. young children from eight to ten 
years old. None of these were admitted after 1924 and when Miss Atkin left the post was not 
filled. Mr. Watt himself coninued to teach Latin, Scripture and English to the senior forms. 
Mr. Williams taught Science throughout the School, and P.E. to the boys. Mr. Barty taught 







History, Geography and Music. The other full time appointments were for Mathematics and 
for French. Miss Shapley, Mathematics mistress in 1920, left in the December of that year 
and was succeeded the following September by Miss Ethel Turner, who remained as Senior 
Mathematics teacher and also Senior Mistress until 1935. Miss Turner graduated from 
Sheffield University with a First Class London B.Sc. She had taught at four schools before 
coming to Malton, including two years at Manchester High School. It is clear that Miss 
Turner's teaching was sound and efficient and that her lively personality made a firm 
impression upon all Maltonians who came her way. Among these is Mr. Rolls, by his own 
admission a somewhat reluctant student of her subject, who writes of her as follows: 
 
Miss Turner started as Mathematics Teacher and Senior Mistress on the same day as I 


started as a boy. This made a bond between us, which was just as well, as Mathematics was a 


constant cause of friction. In many ways Miss Turner was an original. She was a fanatical 


believer in physical fitness and a fanatical vegetarian. One remembers one debate when she 


was moved to tears as she described the sufferings of animals slaughtered for human food. 


Typical of Miss Turner, I think, was the apology she gave for the bad cold from which she 


was suffering when, well over seventy years old, she came to speak at the O.M.A. Dinner one 


Christmas. It was the result of swimming in Sheffield Baths! 


Miss Turner was succeeded by Mr. F. Brewin, M.A., of Cambridge University. 


The post of French teacher was a much more difficult one to fill. Miss Murphy left for her 
native Ireland in December 1921 and was succeeded by four teachers over the next four 
years. These included Mr. S. Wormald and Mr. E. L. Dalby, who left for a teaching post in 
Egypt. In January 1926 Miss E. M. Hills was appointed, with a Degree in French from 
Oxford University. She was succeeded in 1929 by Miss C. Folly, with an M.A. in French 


 


These years brought the School a fair measure of academic success. Precise comparisons with 
the achievements of later years are futile, for both the type of pupil admitted and the 
educational climate of the times were very different from what they are today. Most of the 
pupils were fee-paying; only a minority, the Scholarship winners, were necessarily 
comparable with children who passed the selection examination after 1944. Moreover, many 
of them left School before they reached the Fifth Form, and had no serious thought of 
external examinations at any time during their School careers. All over the country, 
particularly in rural districts, Sixth Forms were small and University entrance requirements 
less stringent than today. These years included the post-war period of economic crisis and the 
depressions of the early Thirties, when it was often a struggle to keep children at school. In 
such conditions M.G.S. could be reasonably proud of its lengthening list of academic 
achievements, which are well up to the standards in other schools of similar location and 
social range. 


The dual system of School and Higher Certificates established itself firmly during this period. 
A School Certificate pass demanded a pass in six subjects. At first these had to include 
English Language, Mathematics or Science, and French, but later English Language became 
the only compulsory subject. The pass mark was 33%, somewhat lower than the present 
G.C.E. '0' level pass. A good certificate was generally considered to be one enabling the 
holder, should he attain University, to be 'excused Matriculation.' For such a certificate, 
commonly called' 'Matriculation,' five credits were necessary, a credit being a mark over 







50%. Higher School Certificate could be obtained by passing three main subjects, or two 
main and two at subsidiary level. In both Certificates distinctions were awarded for 
particularly good performances in individual subjections. 


At M.G.S. the number of passes in School Certificates, taken in the Fifth Form, were low 
until 1924. But in that year fourteen out of twenty-three candidates were successful and in the 
following year no less than ten candidates matriculated, a really good performance for a small 
country school. In the next four years four, seven, seven and seven passes were obtained, 
with an improvement in 1930 to fourteen passes. From 1931-36 the School averaged twelve 
passes a year, an improvement, therefore, over the last decade. A fair number of pupils 
matriculated, twenty-nine during the Twenties, and eight distinctions were obtained in 
individual subjects during that same period. 


The successes at the Higher Certificate were much fewer. This was taken after two years in 
the Sixth Form and very few pupils were prepared to stay at school for so long. Only four 
pupils were successful, all of them to prove their academic prowess in later life: 'Alf 
Goodings in 1921, Donald Robson in 1927, Louis Fuller in 1930 and Eric Robson in 1936. 


The Board of Education Preliminaries, which figured so prominently in the previous decade, 
were abandoned in 1923, but before that date ten M.G.S. pupils had been successful in both 
parts of the examination. A similar examination, the Northern Universities Teachers' 
Qualification, was taken in 1921, when three pupils were successful. 


Eight pupils during these three years passed directly from M.G.S. to University, though 
others, such as Gwen Rees (1926-28) and Nancy Sonley (1926-32) moved to other schools 
and then on to University. In 1922 Horace Hollinrake (1916-22) achieved the rare distinction 
of an Open Organ Scholarship to Seiwyn College, Cambridge, the only time before 1963 that 
an open award at the older Universities was won by a Maltonian. In 1930 Louis Fuller 
(192430), described years afterwards by Eric Robson as 'aloof to many, but the most 


intellectual student M.G.S. ever knew,' won a place at the same university. To send two boys 
to Cambridge in 'the Twenties', when places were fewer than today and largely taken by boys 
from Public and Direct Grant Schools, was an achievement of which any small Grammar 
School could well be proud, and must have given great satisfaction to the Headmaster, 
himself a Cambridge man. Five other pupils obtained entrance to Leeds University, two of 
them girls, Dorothy Freer (1917-21) and Elizabeth Goodwill (1921-26).The other three, a 
redoubtable trio indeed, all of them fine sportsmen as well as scholars, were George Horsely 
(1917-24), Mark Lupton (1923-26), and Bruce Rolls (1921-26). Finally, right at the end of 
the period, Eric Robson (1929-36) began his brilliant academic career byobtaining entrance 
to the very strong School of Modern History at Manchester University. 


Over twenty-five pupils left for Training College, including many more boys than had been 
the case in the previous decade. Most went to Leeds, others to St. John's at York, and some 
further afield, as to Exeter and to colleges in London. Edith Bowman (1916-22), who went 
toBingley Training College, was awarded a Training College Scholarship. Other distinctions 
won included three North Riding Art Scholarships, won by Ena Sadler (191724), MonaWise 
(1919-23), and Myrtle North (1918-24); and an R.A.F. Scholarship won by Billy Longbridge 
(1925-26). Some years later Dorothy Wilson (1931-36) came second in the Civil Service 
Entrance Examination, out of a hundred candidates. 







A rough check of the leaving registers for the Twenties indicates that forty-seven Maltonians 
left school to enter local businesses, a similar number left for farming, and forty-one, mostly 
girls, left to help at home. Many of these pupils attended M.G.S. for a period of only two or 
three years, so it served them in something of the role of a finishing school. This is one of the 
most striking differences with the School of today. Many of these early leavers, of course, 
later embarked on more definite careers. For instance, the registers indicate only a handful of 
girls as taking up nursing though many others adopted this fine career after a spell at home or 
in a local shop. Of the rest large numbers took up clerical posts, particularly in local banks or 
on the railways, but the largest number, as in the previous decade, became uncertificated 
teachers— forty-two altogether, most of them girls. A number of boys entered the Forces and 
three the Merchant Navy; two became journalists, four entered the Police Force and a handful 
were articled to the Professions—two as architects, one as an accountant, one as a solicitor. A 
fair number, over thirty, left for other schools, indicating that M.G.S. maintained something 
of one of its earlier functions, as a preparatory school, though inside the state system. 


During these years the School's sport was well supported and aroused great enthusiasm, 
particularly among the boys. Results were usually fair and at 'times outstandingly good. 
Football, under the expert guidance first of Mr. Williams and then of Mr. Rolls, flourished 
throughout, with some ten external matches a season. The results were rarely poor and their 
assessment must take account of what T.A.W. wrote in his review of the 1926-27 season: 


.. with a single exception all the schools we play have more boys than we, sometimes twice 


and fourfold ...  


In spite of this numerical disadavantage, however, two seasons 1924-25, and 1925-26, 
brought some outstanding successes, and in 1925-26 the School XI, captained by Bruce 
Rolls, won eight and drew one of its ten matches, and brought home the Interschool Shield 
for the first time. T.A.W. wrote in The Maltonian: 


I had better begin by saying that this season's team is the best M.G.S. ever had, and that 


every number of it displayed his full share of ite most priceless asset, an excellent team spirit. 


This good fortune, however, did not hold, and the School had a series of poor sides in the 
early Thirties; in 1931 a match was lost to Nunthorpe G.S. 14-1, and the following year only 
one match was won! 


Success at Cricket was more consistent than in the winter game. The Inter-School Shield, 
contested by Whitby, Pickering and Malton, was won several times. There were, of course, 
bad seasons, as 1928, when seven matches were lost, but over this period as a whole victories 
were well ahead of losses, and towards its close the School produced an outstanding batsman 
in Vic Wilson (1934-36), who finished the 1936 season with a batting average of 41.75. The 
best season was again 1926, with Bruce Rolls once more the skipper. Of ten matches played 
nine were won and one drawn. This season brought some high scoring, notably 82 not out, 64 
and 75 from Rolls and 72 from Mark Lupton (1923-26). 


The girls, however, enjoyed less sporting success than did the boys. Inter-School matches 
seem to have been fewer, and many fixtures were played against local clubs with the 
advantage of older players. Between six and ten Hockey matches were played annually and 
the number of Tennis matches grew with the years, reaching eight in 1930. Only a few 
Netball matches were played, often disastrously, as in 1932, when all six matches were lost. 







The best Hockey season was 1929-30, when seven matches were won, the worst was 1925-
26, when six were lost out of seven played. 


The main event of the year in Athletics continued to be the Inter-School Shield, but this was 
discontinued in 1927, when M.G.S. had won it six times out of twelve, coming second on 
five of the remaining occasions. Inter-House Sports seem to have been a mixture of serious 
Athletics and more light-hearted events, such as the potato race; they were somtimes 
organized by the O.M.A. Fitzwilliam were winners most often. We read of a paper-chase in 
1924—with T.A.W. as the hare—and of the occasional cross-country. 


School societies and activities had variable fortunes. The School's Music, helped by the 
enthusiasm of Mr. Barty, took firmer root than had been possible during the war years. An 
Orchestra was started in 1922 and gave performances at the annual concert, alongside singing 
and recitation. As always at M.G.S. the Christmas parties were vigorous and lively, always 
ending in a hectic Sir Roger de Coverly. House concerts were held each year, and gave good 
entertainment. Dancing classes were held by Miss Turner on several occasions, and in 1926 
House Dances were instituted. Other new ventures were the Scouts and Guides, both started 
in 1923. The Guides quickly grew in numbers, with three patrols by 1924, though down to 
two in 1928. Camps were held at Filey, Sandsend and similar venues, and on several 
occasions trophies were won at local rallies. The Scouts lapsed after their first formation but 
in 1928 were revived by Mr. Williams and under him and, later, Mr. Roils, a full programme 
was pursued. Both organizations were self-supporting, with numerous concerts and jumble-
sales. 


The School's drama seems to have had only occasional support. In 1921 the pastoral 
Shakespearian plays were revived on the open air stage, with a production of 'Twelfth Night,' 
followed by 'As You Like It' in 1922 and 'The Taming of the Shrew' in 1923. In 1924 'The 
Tempest' was presented indoors in December. There were no further productions for some 
time, though one of 'As you Like It' was proposed for 1928. In 1932 'A Midsummer Night's 
Dream' was presented in conjunction with the Twenty First birthday celebrations. 


The Literary and Debating Society seems at times to have basked in quite remarkable 
popularity—ml923 attendance was never below eighteen—but at other times it provided only 
for the faithful few. Debates, mock trials, and mock elections constituted its regular fare. 


Other activities that flourished for short periods, and then lapsed for lack of support, included 
a wireless club, an historical rambling society, a Library circle—started by the Headmaster in 
1928 but supported only by a few senior girls—and a Bible reading group in 1929, which 
attracted thirty-five members. The Headmaster seems to have made a number of attempts to 
extend the support for out-of-school activities, for instance the 'Saturday activities' of 1923 
and the 'hobby evenings' of 1928, but all seem to have run foul of country transport, part time 
employment and at times, alas, not a little apathy. 


The School organized two major excursions during these years. In 1924 some sixty pupils 
were taken to London for the Empire Exhibition, the money for the trip being raised at a 
garden fete. And in 1930 a smaller party spent a week in London, visiting, among other 
places, Windsor and a newspaper works. But the largest number of all, a hundred and fifty, 
including many parents and friends, visited Newcastle in 1929 for the North Eastern 
Exhibition. Local visits were numerous, and included a conducted tour over Birdsall House 







by Lord Middleton, and working parties t0 help with the excavations for Roman remains at 
Orchard Fields. 


An organization that owed a great deal to the energy and direction of the Headmaster was the 
O.M.A. In the early Twenties the Association seems to have fallen on unhappy times. The 


Secretary dismally reports in 1922: 


' . .. anything that we have done, or tried to do, has been a failure...' 


But the Headmaster's insistence on 'the value of the Association helped to bring happier days 
and in later years we read of such diverse activities as an annual picnic. Hockey and Football 
matches against the School, productions by a drama group—including one of 'Twelfth 
Night'—and regular whist drives. Most successful, of course, were the reunions, usually a 
Christmas Dance, and some summer activity, such as a Flannel Dance. In April 1930 the first 
Dinner was held, with forty-eight in attendance. The philosophy of Mr. Watt with regard to 
the O.M.A. can be appreciated from this appeal, written in 1926: 


My belief is that the O.M.A's job is to enable all O.M's to give back to M,G.S. something of 


what they took from M.G.S. I can see the O.M.A, running a bed in the new hospital but also 


giving the school a pavilion, helping poor students in their career, joining in a big attempt to 


raise money to extend the School . ... the real pleasure in being an O.M. will consist of 


joining in friendly meetings with O.M.s and looking for chances of helping the School. 
 
The Association regularly presented its War Memorial Prize to the pupil who had done most 
for the School each year, and from 1924 also awarded a cricket bat and tennis racket as prizes 
for School competitions. 
 
The School had many visitors during this period. Local clergy often took morning prayers, 
and there was a wide range of speakers, many of them from the British and Foreign Bible 
Society. Other common themes were the British Empire — usually on Empire Day—and the 
newly founded League of Nations. 
The Headmaster always encouraged his pupils to give for those less fortunate than 
themselves, and we read of sums of money raised for such causes as the distressed coal areas, 
the London Hospitals, and social work in Leeds organized by Alan Whyte, O.M. (1912-19). 
It is difficult to assess the standard of discipline in the School at this time; one comes across 
reports and recollections of many kinds, some of them to the School's credit, others giving a 
less favourable impression. It seems certain that no system of tight or rigid rule was in 
operation, although the prefect system continued to function, provoking the usual bevy of 
coplaints from young offenders. But whether the enlightened licence on behaviour proper to a 
small country school sometimes degenerated into a state of indiscipline that was to the 
detriment of the pupils' work and development—that is impossible to determine from this 
point of time, in the face of much conflicting report and rumour. But it is certain that most 
Old Maltonians of these years regard their schooldays as happy ones. Thus the Editor of 'The 
Maltonian' writes in 1928: 


. .. our joy (at the end of exams) is tinged with seriousness when we remember that some of us 


are bringing to a close our happy days here... 


The School never lost the intimate and personal atmosphere of its early days, typified by such 
incidents as that of May 31st, 1929, when the Headmaster made a public presentation to the 







Head Boy and Girl, who were both celebrating their birthday on that same day, and by the 
annual pancake tossing ceremony of Shrove Tuesday. 


Many of the more formal aspects of school life today were absent at this time. There was no 
annual Speech Day, though the Headmaster did make a number of presentations of prizes and 
trophies at the end of the summer term. Uniform regulations were not strict. The girls did 
wear tunics and summer dresses were introduced in 1929. But for the boys uniform remained 
optional. Many pupils were permanently late for school on account of transport difficulties, 
particularly those who came from Driffield and district on the train affectionately known as 
'The Driffield Dodger', which only arrived in time for the second lesson of the morning. 
About half the scholars stayed for school dinners, which were eaten in the Domestic Science 
room on tables which, we are told were covered with white table-cloths and sometimes 
decorated with flowers! 


In 1932, during the week of July 17th to 23rd, the School celebrated its Twenty-First 
Birthday. The original plans for this event included a pageant of Hollywood epic 
proportions—four hundred performers! This idea was abandoned, and it was decided to 
incorporate it into the 1933 'Pageant of Malton.' But even without the pageant 'Birthday 
Week' remained a busy one. Each day morning assembly was held at a different place of 
worship in the town; on Monday morning the whole School hearing a sermon at St. Mary's, 
Old Malton, from the Archbishop of York. The School's Athletic Sports' Day was held on the 
Tuesday and Swimming Sports at Norton Baths on Wednesday. On Thursday an 'Elizabethan 
Fair' was opened at the School by Viscount Milton, the central attraction of a programme of 
events by which the School was raising money to purchase new playing fields. On Friday 
there was a dance at School, and on Saturday the School versus O.M.A. cricket match, which 
resulted in a draw. 


This account of the activities of M.G.S. has to finish on a note of sadness, for something must 
be said of the sudden and unexpected death of the Headmaster. It became clear during the 
Christmas of 1936 that Mr. Watt was ill and arrangements were made for him to have a term 
of rest. It was realised by very few just how ill he was; it was thought by nearly everyone that 
he would return to School after Easter. He died, however, on January 24th, 1937— and even 
at this distance of time it is possible to feel, through the pages of 'The Maltonian' and the 
recollections of pupils and teachers then at M.G.S. something of the shock of this calamity. 


In a very real sense M.G.S. is the School of Mr. Watt's creation. An account of his services 
would be superfluous and would only repeat what this chapter and the last have said already. 
The final word must be of the man himself and we can do no better than to quote the 'Malton 
Messenger' of January 30th, 1937: 


No Headmaster could have taken a greater pride in his profession, nor seek more assiduously 


to fit his pupils for the duties and responsibilities of their future life. In the School and on the 


sports field alike he sought by his fine personal example as well as by precept to inspire his 


pupils with lofty ideals and with courage and confidence to seek their fulfilment 


It is surely no exaggeration to say that the spirit of 'E.L.W.' still permeates the School and 
helps to mould the thoughts and outlooks of Maltonians of the Sixties. In the words of Mr. 
Williams: 


He was of the staff that the greatest are made of. 







A memorial fund was launched for Mr. Watt by the O.M.A. and raised £86 6s. 3d. It was 
decided that the memorial should take two forms: 
(a) A synchronised electric clock system, which was installed during the summer holiday of 
1939 and still functions, though somewhat eratically. 
(b) A tablet by Mr. R. Thompson of Kilburn, to be placed in the Assembly Hall, with the 
inscription: 


M G S 
IN MEMORY OF ERNEST LORRAINE WATT, M.A„ L.L.B.  


HEADMASTER OF MALTON GRAMMAR SCHOOL  
1911-37 


'AUDI ALTERAM PARTEM' 


The tablet was unveiled on what would have been Mr. Watt's sixtieth birthday — December 
21st 1939 — by Major Watson Pearson. 


But impressive as this tablet is, Mr. Watt has a finer memorial, for his life's work found its 
fullest expression in the lives and careers of the thousand or so Maltonians who were at 
M.G.S. whilst he was Headmaster. Many of these were of the second generation of O.Ms, 
those who left school during the long period covered by this chapter. Only a few can be 
mentioned, and all we can do is to include those who have won particular distinction, 
together with a handful of others, news of which has come our way, that can be taken as 
representative of the remainder. 


A number of old boys have won high positions in a variety of careers. Donald Robson (1921-
27), the second Maltonian to gain a Higher School Certificate, went from School into the 
Westminster Bank, of which he is now Assistant General Manager. He was given his first 
managership in 1946, his second—of an important London bank—in 1951, and in 1955 he 
became manager of the Bank's Paris branch. Teddy Barker (1921-26), son of the faithful 
George and Mrs. Barker, has won comparable distinction in the Police Force. He is now 
Chief Constable of Sheffield, after having held a series of important appointments, as 
Superintendent of Preston, Vice Principal of a Police Training College, and Chief Constable 
of Bolton. In 1961 he was awarded the Distinguished Police Service Medal. But of all 
Maltonians the name of 'Vic' Wilson (1934-36) is best known to the public, as that of a 
famous cricketer. For many years he was a reliable and often a brilliant Yorkshire batsman, 
first playing for the County in 1946, and winning his cap in 1948. He also built up a 
reputation as a short-leg fielder, holding fifty-five catches in 1951, the highest total in the 
country. He was selected to tour Australia in 1954-55 with the M.C.C., but failed to find his 
form as a batsman. The pinnacle of his career came in 1960, when he was appointed Captain 
of Yorkshire, and in both the 1961 and 1962 seasons he led the County to the Championship. 


Perhaps the most distinguished of all Maltonians might have been Eric Robson (1929-36), 
had not a brilliant career as a historian been cut short by his tragic death in 1954. He left 
School to read History at Manchester University, where he took a brilliant First Class 
Honours Degree in 1939. After war service he was appointed in 1946 to a teaching post at his 
old University, and at the time of his death he was a Senior Lecturer. Under the influence of 
Sir Lewis Namier, Professor of Modern History at Manchester at this time, he specialised in 
the history of the eighteenth century, and wrote some of the chapters on this period in an 
edition of the Cambridge Modem History. His last book, 'The American Revolution, 1763-83', 
has been described in a recent critical bibliography as 'the most authorative work on the 







subject in English.' Sir Lewis himself is on record as describing Robson as 'an historian of 


great promise.' His death was a great loss, both to historical scholarship and to Malton; 
typically, he bequeathed many books to the School Library, and his affection for M.G.S. was 
strong. 


Another career cut short by an early death was that of Horace Hollinrake (1916-22), who 
gained his B.Mus. degree at Cambridge in 1925—to say nothing of two oars for his rowing 
achievements with Selwyn's Second Eight—and afterwards migrated to New Zealand, where 
he later became Professor of Music at Auckland College, a position which he held until his 
death in 1954. Louis Fuller (1923-30), Malton's other Cambridge student, was tragically 
killed in a motor accident before he had taken his degree. 


At Leeds University George Horsley (1917-24), Mark Lupton (1923-26), and Bruce Rolls 
(1921-26) all represented the University at Football and/or Cricket, as well as obtaining 
Honours Degrees. All three became schoolteachers. George Horsley taught in Cairo and is 
now in Tripoli. Bruce Rolls is Deputy Headmaster of his own M.G.S., and Mark Lupton, 
until his death in the Second World War, was teaching in Doncaster. Maltonian 
schoolteachers, in fact, abound from these early years, both qualified and uncertificated. 
Headteachers include James Anderson (1919-26): Ruth Thorpe, until 1963 Headmistress of 
Norton Girls' School, and now Senior Mistress of the new Norton County Secondary School; 
and Basil Terry (1933-39), who studied externally for the degree of L.L.B., and was in 1964 
appointed Headmaster of the big new Allentonshire Boys' Modem School at Northallerton. 
Other teachers in the Malton area include Charles Wood (1925-31), now at Scarborough 
Technical College, John Feasby (1931-37), Headmaster of Oswaldkirk School, and Edith 
Bowman (1916-22), who for many years taught at Nuimington. Some, starting as teachers, 
sought other qualifications, for example, Ronald Skilbeck (192026), who has a London 
External B.Sc., and is now lecturing a( Nottingham Training College; and Gwen Fryer (1919-
25), who took up youth work, to become first a youth organizer and later an employment 
officer. 


Owen's sister, Freda (1920-26), who died in 1959, exemplifies the many Maltonians whose 
careers show enterprise and adaptability. Forced to leave School early on account of her 
father's death, she became a hairdresser. In 1940 she joined the Women's Police. An interest 
in Guiding remained with her from her schooldays and in 1945 she was a member of the 
Guides' mission to refugee camps. With remarkable versatility, she then became a student 
once again, of Horticulture, in which subject she later became a Lecturer at Avery Hill 
Training College, and subseqently toured the U.S.A. on a lecture tour. 


London has been the hunting ground for many enterprising Maltonians. Fleet Street has 
Herbert Fryer (1921-26), formerly Sports Sub-editor on the 'Daily Sketch' and now holding a 
similar position on the 'Daily Telegraph'; while Alan Exiey (1932-35) is both journalist and 
T.V. expert on agriculture. Bill Young (192024), one of many Maltonians who started out on 
the railways, is an official at Eastern Region's Liverpool Street Headquarters. We have 
another journalist nearer home, Andrew Weir (1925-30), who is on the Staff of the 'Yorkshire 
Post,' for which he writes articles under the name of 'Northerner II'. He has given many books 
to the School Library. 


Others who have travelled far afield include the Bennett brothers, 'Jim' (1926-32), and 'Doug' 
(1926-32), banking at Newbury and Reading respectively. Alan Snow (1922-27) is an 
accountant in Darlington; Colin Whyte (1919-22), who went to Leeds University after a spell 







at Nunthorpe Grammar School, York, is Drama Organizer for Derbyshire; John Walker 
(1919-23) and Sid Collinson (1931-32) are both business representatives in the north of 
England; while in Australia are Raymond Braithwaite (1925-33), farming in New South 
Wales, and John Mason (1931-35) who keeps a guest house and was able to play host to Vic 
Wilson on the 1954-55 M.C.C. tour. 
 
Several Malton girls became nurses, and we know that at least two of these became matrons, 
Alsion Watt (1921-28), E.L.W's daughter, at a Bath nursing home after numerous important 
appointments in large London hospitals; and Dorothy Blanchard (1919-26) at Leicester Fever 
Hospital. In 1942 Pamela Barty (1930-36) was awarded First Prize for Medicine at Leeds 
Infirmary. Betty Wood (1927-32) became Senior Theatre Sister at Sunderland Hospital and 
found time to play a good deal of first class Hockey; in 1949 she was picked to play at right-
half for England against Scotland, and thus became M.G.S's first—and as yet only—
international games player. 


Several of the Maltonians who entered the Police Force reached high rank, quite apart from 
the fine career of Teddy Barker. 'Stan' Kendal (1929-35) became an Inspector and both Eric 
Hall (1920-23) and William Manging (1928-30) are Superintendents, at Bridlington and 
Northallerton respectively. Other Maltonians who remained in thdr home area were Thomas 
Stockdale (1917-26), Norman Thackray (1918-23) and Thomas Hicks (192935), all of whom 
were in turn Clerk to local rural and urban councils. Another devoted servant to local 
government was Henry Greenley (1922-28), who worked in the Malton U.D.C. offices for 
many years until his death in 1962. Many Maltonians farm locally including the numerous 
Harrison brothers, and John Dale (192627), farming on the Wolds. Many Malton girls have 
now become farmers' wives, including Minnie Sleighthoime (1925-29), now Mrs. Aconley of 
North Grimston. Also living locally, among many others, are Ethel Hoitby (1927-32), now 
Mrs. Boak of Scagglethorpe, and Jean Bielby (1929-35), now Mrs. Evans, who has three 
boys at M.G.S., including David, the present Head Boy. In business in Malton are Jack Leefe 
(1916-24), now the School bookseller; Albert Jerrams (1921-24), Director and Secretary of a 
firm of agricultural engineers; and Geoffrey Nendick (1921-25), who has sent two daughters 
and a son to M.G.S. Another O.M. well known locally is Dorothy Linsley (1928-32), now 
Mrs. Kilby, who is a writer and broadcaster on a variety of topics. 


It is not surprising that with Mr. Watt as Headmaster a number of his pupils followed a 
religious calling. Gordon Cooper (1929-35) was ordained after some years at a Theological 
College, and was later a Chaplain, first in the Forces, later in a hospital. Louisa Banks (1919-
21) became a Roman Catholic Nun and Ellen Buckle (1927-32) a missionary in South 
America. 


  


 








1937-51 


When Mr. Watt had applied for leave of absence at the end of 1936, in order to regain his 
health, Mr. T. A. Williams had been installed as Acting Headmaster. Following the 
Headmaster's sudden death the following January the appointment was made permanent, and 
T.A.W., after some twenty years, first as an assistant master and for most of the period as 
Senior Master, began his fourteen exacting and difficult years as Headmaster.  


It is no disrespect to Mr. Watt to point out that in 1937 there was much need of reform at 
M.G.S. Discipline was often slack, academic standards were not as rigorous as they should 
have been, many current developments in educational thought and practice had passed 
unheeded. Mr. Watt in his later years, with serious illness bearing down on him and weary 
after twenty-five years of Headmastership, was not the man he had been. The time was 
indeed ripe for a younger and firmer Headmaster, with new ideas and enthusiasms, and yet 
one appreciative of the great good already deeply rooted in M.G.S. Such a man was T.A.W.  


His years of office, however, though they brought the School many successes and much 
praiseworthy achievement, were a time of acute difficulties. Barely had he taken the measure 
of his task than School and nation were overcome by the horrors of the Second World War, 
and he and his depleted Staff were coping as best they could with a flood of evacuees, 
shortage of books and equipment, and all the vexations of war. It is to their great credit that 
they overcame these troubles to the extent of bringing to the School in 1941 its first County 
Major University Scholarship, in 1944 a new record number - twenty-seven - of School 
Certificates, and a consistent and impressive array of University places and other successes.  


The difficulties did not vanish with the armistice, for the astringencies of wartime continued 
throughout the Forties and there were then to be accommodated all the changes and 
upheavals brought about by the 1944 Education Act and the other legislation of the new 
Welfare State. When Mr. Williams retired in 1951 he handed over a school very different 
from that which he inherited, a school in which every pupil had passed a selection test and 
was therefore a potential School Certificate candidate, a contrast indeed to the Grammar 
School of 'the Thirties,' where the majority of the pupils were still fee-paying, in which 
academic standards showed a much wider range, and in which far fewer pupils were intent on 
a career demanding academic qualifications.  


If ever one man personified M.G.S. it is surely T.A.W. Quite apart from the success of his 
Headmastership the School owes much to his work as an extraordinarily active Assistant 
Master. Coming to the School in 1913 he quickly threw himself whole- heartedly into all its 
activities, in the classroom and on the sports field. He taught Science with flair and firm 
direction, he established the School's fine traditions for Football and Cricket, he founded its 
Scout troop, he participated in its concerts and entertainments, he organized School outings. 
But what the School gained from T.A.W. was far more than the sum of all his activities, as 
Head or as Assistant, it was the man himself, and this is the theme that runs throughout the 
many tributes paid to him on his retirement in 1951. His parting gift to the School was a 
handsome Bible, bearing on its flysheet the simple words: To M.G.S. from T.A.W.'  


As his successor, Mr. Taylor, said at Speech Day, 1951:  


"The inscription shows the essential humility of the man; the gift his Christianity." 







T.A.W's colleague for thirty-two years, Mr. Barty, wrote of him in 'The Maltonian," in the 
course of an account of his many services to the School:  


. . . Then came 1939. In spite of the ever increasing burdens his wonderful good humour and 


consideration for others still persisted . . . Through all the changes that life has brought he 


has remained my friend, but he will know that I write with sincerity on behalf of all my 


colleagues when I assure him of not only our admiration for his work but of our personal 


affection and wish him a long and happy life. Though he may have relinquished the cares of 


office, we know that he will continue to serve his fellows as unselfishly as he has always 


done...'  


And indeed so it proved. Typically, T.A.W. continued to live close to the School that had 
been his life, and though the later years of his retirement were shadowed by serious illness, he 
never failed, when health allowed, to take the closest interest in the affairs of M.G.S., and in 
the lives of the hundreds of Maltonians he had known. His death in the autumn of 1964 was a 
grievous loss to all of us who have the School at heart.  


The 1944 Education Act brought a change to the status of M.G.S. It recognised two main 
groups of Voluntary Schools, a category that included M.G.S. by virtue of the ancient 
Holgate foundation. The more privileged status, 'Voluntary Aided,' allowed two-thirds of the 
Governors to be Foundation Governors, the rest being nominated by the local Education 
Authority, and gave the Governors the power of appointing and dismissing teachers, together 
with the regulation of the School's religious teaching. For these privileges the Governors had 
to meet half the cost of all alterations to premises and of all external repairs - an impossible 
obligation in the case of M.G.S. The School was forced, therefore, to surrender some of its 
independence and accepted the alternative Voluntary Controlled status, allowing only seven 
of the twenty-one Governors to be Foundation Governors, the rest being appointed from local 
secular bodies as determined by the North and East Riding Education Authorities. The power 
of appointing and dismissing teachers also passed to the Authorities, though the Governors 
retain certain rights of consultation with regard to the appointment of the Headteacher, and 
have in practice continued to exercise, through the Headmaster, a considerable say in the 
appointment of assistant Staff. Religious teaching was now to be according to an agreed 
undenominational syllabus. Three other North Riding Grammar Schools - Lady Lumley's at 
Pickering, Northallerton Grammar School, and Sir William Turner's School, Redcar - also 
became controlled. Apart from the composition of the Governing Body and other privileges 
detailed above M.G.S. has the advantage over Maintained County Schools—in which full 
control is vested with the Local Authority - of an additional income from the property of the 
old endowment, a sum totalling about £80 a year, and the control of this is vested in the hands 
of specially appointed 'Endowment Governors.' 


The 1944 Act introduced the important principle of Secondary Education for all. Previously 
Secondary Education had been conceived as that provided at a grammar school, for which 
scholarships could be won or fees could be paid. In 1944 numbers at M.G.S. totalled a 
hundred and eighty-two, of whom half were receiving scholarships. The remainder paid fees, 
which stood at twelve guineas a year, together with the cost of text-books, which were about 
thirty shillings a year. All entrants, however, did have to sit an entrance examination, quite 
apart from the Scholarship examination, so that a certain basic standard of attainment was 
assured. But by no means all applicants for fee-paying places could be admitted; in 1944 
admission was refused to half the applicants on account of lack of space and staff. Those not 







able to obtain Secondary Education, by fees or scholarship, had to be content with 
Elementary Education, provided by local senior or all-age schools until the age of fourteen.  


But by the 1944 Act Secondary Education, in various forms, was to be made available to all 
children. The grammar schools were to provide an education with an academic emphasis, for 
those successful in an examination taken at the age of ten or eleven. Thus in 1945 all First-
Formers entering Malton G.S. had passed this examination. Other form of Secondary 
Education were technical and 'modem', but until a modern school could be built in Malton 
late in 'the Fifties' all children not attending the Grammar School remained at the old 
elementary schools.  


It was the responsibility of each Local Education Authority to decide how to provide its 
children with these three forms of Secondary Education. The North Riding, in some of its 
rural areas, developed bilateral schools, with the grammar and modern streams housed side 
by side in the same building; this was the case at Pickering, Thirsk and Easingwold, and was 
proposed for Malton. But after much controversy and discussion among the Governors, it was 
decided to preserve the Grammar School intact and at some future date to build anew modem 
school on a nearby sue. This was possible in the case of Malton because the pupils from the 
East Riding were sufficient to give it a two-stream intake, considered to be the minimum size 
to make a secondary school justifiable economically.  


The School's numbers during these years were usually about a hundred and seventy. There 
was a slight rise towards the end of the period, as more pupils stayed on for Sixth Form 
courses, a trend followed by grammar schools all over the country, reflecting a widespread 
and growing demand for higher education. During the early years of the war the School had 
to accommodate some two hundred evacuees, from Middlesbrough and Hull, and dealt with 
the problem by means of two shifts of pupils, one in the morning, the other in the afternoon.  


The buildings long campaigned for by Mr. Watt, the erection of which had commenced in 
1936, did not, ironically, come into use until after his death. They were officially opened by 
Sir William Worsley on September 30th, 1937. These extensions gave the School new 
cloakrooms and changing rooms, at the northern ends of the two wings of the original 
building, and the quadrangle was closed, as had been the intention of the architect in 1911, by 
the erection of a spacious and well equipped Science Laboratory, to replace the inadequate 
facilities in Room 5. This Laboratory was on the site of the hut, which was now moved to a 
site just north of the main buildings, where it remained until 1959, as combined Gymnasium 
and Dining Room. The enlarged playing fields, purchased in 1935, did not come into use 
until 1939, nor did the new Tennis courts along Middlecave Road.  


These new buildings were the only ones to be erected during Mr. Williams' time of office. 
And in spite of the increased accommodation they provided, over crowding remained a 
constant problem. In 1949 the Headmaster wrote:  


'Some of our larger forms present us with the problem of putting, if not a quart, at least a pint 


and a quarter, into a pint pot.'  


Wartime, however, did bring some changes to the School's outward appearance, if only by 
way of the anti-splinter netting on the windows, and at times the School field was not in its 
best condition, for we read in 'The Maltonian' that 'the outfield was knee-deep in grass,' no 
fuel being available for the mower!  







The war, as in all schools, brought staffing problems, and much part-time help had to be 
obtained locally, as from the Rev. P. H. Worman. A fair measure of continuity was, however, 
provided, for as well as the Headmaster both Mr. Barty and Mr. Rolls were at their posts 
throughout the period. Mr. Barty remained in charge of History, Geography and Music, as he 
had been since 1919, and Mr. Rolls taught Games and P.E. to the boys, and English to the 
whole School, asuming charge of that subject in 1946. The death of Mr. Watt necessitated 
several Staff changes. Miss Rachel Ashcroft, B.A., direct from Leeds University, had been 
appointed to teach a number of subjects, principally Latin and English, during Mr. Watt's 
leave of absence, and she was able to remain at M.G.S. until April 1938, when Miss Lucy 
Taylor, M.A. of Edinburgh University, was appointed to teach Latin and Sixth Form English. 
Miss Taylor came with teaching experience at Malvern and at St. Margaret's School, 
Folmont, and when she left in 1946 it was to become a Senior Lecturer at Salisbury Diocesan 
Training College. From 1940 until her departure she was Senior Mistress. Miss Taylor was a 
teacher of wide outlook and many enthusiasms, she had great energy and was willing to place 
herself generously at the service of the School. Mr. Rolls has written of her:  


Miss Taylor was surely one of the most talented members of Staff we have ever had at M.G.S. 


Very widely read, and cultured in the best sense of the word, she could do everything: we 


remember some exquisite verse she wrote for "The Maltonian" and some very talented 


paintings she once showed us. We also remember her brave VI Form English production of 


Hamlet with Keith Towse as the Prince, Jean Moon as Laertes, and Andrew Barton as the 


First Grave-digger. That production certainly had its moments, but Miss Taylor took it all in 


her stride.'  


In September 1937 Mr. K. Beverley, B.Sc., of Manchester University, joined the Staff, to be 
in charge of the Science teaching now that Mr. Williams was busy with general school 
administration. He also found himself having to teach some Mathematics, Mr. Brewin having 
left the previous July for a post at Walsall G.S. Mr. Beverley was soon busy organizing the 
new Laboratory, but found time to give Mr. Barty considerable assistance with the School's 
Music. His post was a difficult one to fill when he left for the Forces in 1940. There were 
several temporary appointments including Mr. Brundret and Miss Tinker, but much of the 
burden of the School's Science must have fallen upon Mr. Williams. Mr. Beverley returned in 
1946 but left three years later for Macclesfield Grammar School and was replaced by an Old 
Maltonian, Mr. Kenneth Smith (1935-42), an old pupil of Mr. Beverley's, who had taken his 
B.Sc. at Sheffield University and had subsequently taught at Richmond Grammar School. He 
in his turn left in 1951, the same time as the Headmaster's retirement, for Appleby Grammar 
School in Westmoreland.  


Miss Orr, who was in charge of French and also Senior Mistress at the time of Mr. Watt's 
death, left the Staff in 1940 for the happiest of reasons, her marriage to the Headmaster. In 
the midst of the anxieties of war this event brought great joy to the many Maltonians who had 
shared something of Mr. Williams' grief at the death of his first wife, always so popular a 
figure at School functions and this joy was greater still when in later years the School heard 
of the arrival first of a son, John, and later of a daughter, Angela. Mrs. Williams was able to 
return to teaching French at M.G.S. in 1947. In the interval the position had been filled by 
two teachers, first by Miss Lamin, B.A., who came from Bell's Grammar School at Coleford, 
Gloucestershire, and then from 1945 to 1947 by Miss Derbyshire, who had just obtained First 
Class Honours in French at Leeds University ;she left in 1947 to take up a University 
Research Scholarship in Paris.  







A number of teachers, mostly taking Arts' subjects with junior forms, assisted at M.G.S. 
during the war, but this post was first put on a permanent footing by Miss Helena Lumsden, 
B.A., of Durham University, who joined the Staff in 1945. She left in 1948, and was replaced 
by Miss Audrey Howarth, B.A., of Liverpool University. Miss Howarth, as well as her able 
teaching and her help with School plays, did fine work re-establishing the School Guides in 
the post-war years. In 1947, to take Miss Taylor's Latin and to assist Mr. Barty with History 
and Geography, Mr. G. Bratt, B.A., who had been a pupil at M.G.S. from 1925-26, before 
attending Leeds Grammar School, joined the Staff, after some years teaching in Leeds and a 
spell of Army Service. Miss Fraser, except for two periods of sickness, taught Art throughout 
this whole period, and Girls' P.E. and Games also until 1942, when it was arranged that the 
School should share a trained P.E. mistress with Lady Lumley's School, Pickering. The 
appointment went first to Miss Doreen Frankland, direct from the Chelsea College of 
Physical Education, and in 1946, after Miss Frankland's move to Penrith Grammar School, to 
Miss M. Taylor, from Anstey College. She left in 1950, and in the following year Miss 
Dorothy Stavely, of Nottingham Training College, was appointed. 


Mr. Walter Metcalfe, who divided his time after 1911 teaching Woodwork at Whitby and 
Malton, retired in 1939. He is one of that grand company of devoted servants, including 
T.A.W., A.B., Miss Douthett and the Barkers, who have made M.G.S. the splendid School it 
is by reason of a lifetime's service. It is such men as he, content to spend all or most of their 
careers in one post, that provide the focus for the affections of successive generations of old 
scholars, thus making the School more than a place of instruction but enabling it to be a 
living community. Though he was only a part-time teacher, for most of his time travelling to 
Malton two days a week, Walter Metcalf is at the root of the traditions of M.G.S. Mr. Rolls, 
who knew him first as a teacher, then as colleague, writes of Mr. Metcalf:  


"Mecca" was a fine craftsman well known for his wood carving. He carved by hand the 


lectern that is still used at Assembly. It is a lovely piece of worii. He built, with some expert 


and much blundering assistance, our first Pavilion and Changing-Rooms. . . . WHh "Mecca" 


there was nonsense in plenty, though somehow or other he usually came out on top in the 


end. Even more than Miss Douthett "Mecca" is a legendary figure among those who were at 


M.G.S. in the Twenties and Thirties. Perhaps his finest hour was the School trip to the 


Wembley Exhibition. None who were there will ever forget the thunderous applause and 


repeated shouts of "Encore!" that followed his vocal renderings of "Quibble's Cocoa".'  


He was replaced by a full-time teacher, Mr. G. Mudge, with varied teaching experience in the 
Lake District, who taught not only Woodwork but also some Mathematics, English and 
Games.  


The post of Domestic Science Mistress saw many changes. Among those appointed to 
succeed Miss Cornforth, who left in 1938, were the Misses Low, Wrigley, Barker and 
Kenmir, culminating in the appointment of Miss Booth in 1949.  


It can be fairly said that of all the Staff changes that occurred at M.G.S. during these years 
none occasioned more regret, to those who went and to those who stayed, than that of 
December 1947, when Mr. and Mrs. George Barker, caretakers, helpers and friends of the 
School since the pioneering days of 1912, entered upon their well merited retirement. George 
about the Games field, Mrs. Barker distributing dinners in the Domestic Science Room or 
preparing gorgeous fare for the Christmas parties, these, like so much else the Barkers said 
and did, are high amongst the recollections of all Maltonians at School during this long 







period. George's retirement, alas, was not a very long one; he died in the Autumn of 1955, 
and Mr. Rolls, who had known him from the viewpoint of both schoolboy and schoolmaster, 
wrote in 'The Maltonian' a most moving tribute, which we give in full:  


'It is with real humility in the knowledge that we are bound to do him less than justice that on 


behalf of M.G.S. we pay our last tribute to George Barker. Perhaps it is a sign that we 


ourselves are growing older that, as we think of George, some lines of "As Yon Like It" come 


to mind: "0, good old man, thou art not for the fashion of these times!" Be that as it may, 


however, all of us who knew him were proud of George. We were proud of him because of the 


beauty he gave us in oar fiields and gardens and because we knew very well that there was 


no one like him. To us he was ageless. Others would and must change, but not Geoige. 


Because of his deafness Geoige had to live a great deal within himself, bnt he 'was always, 


we think, a happy man, happy m the work he loved and in his friendship with so many yonng 


people. As we write, we can see again that roguish twinkle in his eye and feel that jog of his 


elbow as he made sore we did not miss the humour of some situation. There is nothing much 


more we can say. George gave much to the School and much of what he gave remains in the 


fields on which he worked and in the memories of us for whom he was so integral a part of 


(he M.G.S. we knew and loved.. .'  


Mrs. Barker, happily, is still with us, she has two grandchildren at M.G.S. and retains her 
warm interest in the School and its affairs. It is a special joy to all Maltonians that Teddy 
Barker, Old Maltonian son of George and Gertrude, is now among the most distinguished of 
the School's old scholars. Mr. and Mrs. A. Dowding, fresh from war service, were the new 
occupants of Number 61 Newbiggin.  


Schooldays at M.G.S. during this period, under the firm but benevolent rule of Mr. Williams, 
were reputedly pleasant ones— as pleasant, that is, as schooldays could be anywhere with the 
fears and economies of wartime, and the austerities of post-war recovery. Discipline, it would 
seem, was more rigid than under the earlier regime. Mr. Williams, the most just and kindly of 
Headmasters, had little tolerance for rowdy or anti-social behaviour, but his personality was 
such that it needed only the infrequent use of his cane to bring the unruly to heel. Steady 
work, he believed, was the essential business of a grammar school, though he could play as 
hard—and as skilfully—as the next man when the occasion demanded. Yet ,the intimate, 
friendly atmosphere of a country grammar school lost nothing on account of this firmer 
authority and direction  


The School's academic record, achieved in the face of wartime astringencies and 
uncertainties, bears ample testimony to the wise administration of the Headmaster and to the 
hard work of his assistant Staff. There was a marked improvement in the School Certificate 
results. The number of passes—which involved a pass in six subjects, including English 
Language—ranged from fourteen to twenty-seven, and during the Forties this gave the 
School an average of 22.4 passes a year, compared with 12.8 during the previous decade. 
With never more than just over thirty pupils taking the examination, and for most of the 
period many of these being fee-paying, these are creditable figures. There was a comparable 
improvement in the results in Higher School Certificate, thirty-eight pupils being successful 
between 1940 and 1950. 1941 was the best year, with six successful candidates. University 
County Scholarships were awarded on the results of this examination by the two Local 
Authorities, and the first of these went to lan Mackinnon (1935-41) in 1941. In 1951 a new 
system of examinations, the General Certificate of Education, was substituted for the old 
School and Higher School Certificates. The pass mark in each subject, both at 'Ordinary' and 







'Advanced' levels, was a little higher than previously, but there were no regulations as to the 
number of subjects to be taken or at what levels, so that pupils could take only the subjects in 
which they were most likely to be successful. In 1951 thirty-two pupils obtained an '0' level 
certificate and eight obtained one, two or three subjects at 'A' level.  


Eighteen Maltonians entered University during these years, though for the boys this was often 
delayed until they had completed their war service. As previously, Leeds University attracted 
the greatest number: Colin Beck (1940-43), Keith Dent (1937-43), Jean Atkinson (1939-46), 
Jean Moon (1940-46), 'Bunny' Farnell (193542) and Brian Dennison (1936-42). Gordon 
Welsh (1936-42) also went to Leeds but after obtaining his first degree at Exeter University. 
Philip Brown (1937-42) and Sheila Coates (1941-48) were accepted at Manchester, Vincent 
Cable (1936-42) and Michael Wrangham (1941-48) at Durham, Peter Brigham (1940-42) at 
Liverpool, and Ken Smith (1935-42) at Sheffield. Finally, a strong contingent went north of 
the border, Pamela Gray (1938-44) to Glasgow, and Edith Thompson (1937-43), lan 
Mackinnon (193541), Sheila Pratt (1943-50), and lan Berry (1937-43) to Edinburgh.  


Teaching continued to attract many Maltonians, and over thirty were admitted to Training 
Colleges, not including those who went on to Emergency Training Colleges from the Forces. 
Geographically, the Maltonians ranged widely, taking in Yorkshire Colleges at Leeds, Hull, 
York, Bradford, Doncaster, Sheffield and Bingley, as well as colleges at Loughborough, 
Chorley, Derby, Lincoln, Clacton, Worcester, Sunderland—and various establishments at 
London. Pupils also left school for places as diverse as Scarborough and Leeds Art Colleges, 
the London Polytechnic, Leeds College of Technology, and Coiwyn Bay Wireless College.  


An exact record of the careers taken up by pupils leaving school is difficult to come by, on 
account of the interference of war service, but during the Forties we have records of sixty-
four pupils taking up clerical posts, most frequently in banks, the Post Office, and on the 
railways, of sixteen pupils entering upon apprenticeships, ranging from pharmacy to 
hairdressing and woodcarving, of eighteen girls going directly into nursing and others doing 
likewise after a spell at home, and of thirteen pupils entering commercial colleges or some 
form of business training. Thirty-one leavers worked on local farms and seventeen joined 
local businesses. Numbers entering the professions, other than by way of College or 
University, remained small—and the Police Force and the Merchant Navy attracted fewer 
than in previous years.  


The non-academic life of M.G.S. was in part restricted by the exigencies of war, yet not to 
the extent that might be imagined. Several activities were, of course, the direct outcome of 
the war: senior boys joined local Cadet and A.T.C. groups and both boys and girls toiled on 
the land during the summer holidays. All pupils helped in the drive for National Savings and 
in knitting clothes and making toys for refugees and children in the bomb shelters. And in 
among these good works the normal School Games and Societies were pursued with 
whatever facilities remained available.  


The School's Football experienced its usual mixed fortunes during this period. Just over half 
the matches played were won; season 1941-42 is typical with ten matches played and six of 
them won. Some seasons brought a poor record, as did 1945-46, with only four wins for the 
First XI as against eight defeats. There were two particularly fine seasons. In 1937-38 the 
First XI, captained by Billy Snowball (1932-38) was renowned, according to 'The Maltonian,' 
for 'speed, brains, accurate passing and tackling,' and was only beaten once. And in 1948-49 
the First XI, captained by Eddie Crawshaw (1942-48) and with little Terry Dyson (1946-52) 







in the forward line, was undefeated over thirteen fixtures, with ten wins and three draws, 
including 7-1 victories over Nunthorpe and Pickering. Mr. Rolls, Captain of another fine side, 
that of 1925-26, gave this assessment of the team:  


'At its best it has played delightful football, the forwards especially showing good ball control 


and passing intelligently along the ground.'  


The Intermediate XI of that season also did well, winning all seven of their matches.  


  


The School's Cricket during this period seems to have been successful, though only 
moderately so. The 1944 season brought the best results, with five wins from seven matches; 
1941 was the worst year, with only two wins and one draw from the same number of fixtures. 
There were more matches after the war, between seven and twelve each season, and the wins 
just about cancel out the losses. Yet the School's reputation for Yorkshire's summer game 
remained high, with a large O.M. contingent in the strong Malton XI, skippered for many 
years by Mr. Rolls, and with Vie Wilson now a prominent member of the County Team. The 
School had abundant talent—in 1949 the Yorkshire School's Coach, Mr. Wilf Barber, said of 
the juniors that he had not seen six better of their age in the Riding. But confidence seemed 
often lacking in First XI matches, prompting Mr. Rolls to remark in his review of the 1950 
season: 


'Frankly, what our batsmen needed last year, and what batsmen need every year, in every 


class of cricket, is self-confidence and the will to win...'  


The Girls' Games during these years seem to have fared less happily. In Hockey, Netball and 
Tennis few external matches were played in wartime and though there was some increase 
after the war results were generally disappointing. Some years, however, brought better 
things, for example the 1948 First Tennis VI won five of its seven matches and in 1950 the 
Netball Team had three wins from five matches. The best Hockey side was that of 1947-48, 
captained by Jean Welden (1940-48), which won six and drew one of its seven matches. That 
season the School even produced a Second XI, though it lost its only match!  


Other games played at School during these years were Basketball—there were House 
matches from 1947—and Rounders, with a School side playing its first match in 1945. House 
competitions, keenly fought and enthusiastically watched, were played in all games, the best 
performances coming from Willoughby, who won the Netball Cup six times, and from 
Carlisle, who won the Football Trophy five times. Carlisle were even more successful in the 
Athletic Sports, which they won seven times, against twice by Willoughby and once by 
Holgate. There were periodic swimming expeditions to Norton Baths.  


The activities of both Guides and Scouts were much restricted by the War. The Scouts ceased 
to function from 1941 to 1943, and the Guides had to abandon their camping and existed for a 
time without a Captain. But as the war ended Scouting was resumed— there were three 
patrols in 1944—and the Guides increased their activities. Some activities were held jointly, 
for instance a camp fire night in 1946, and each Company held camps locally and further 
afield, as the 1950 Scout Camp near Millom. Both Companies had change of leadership, but 
by the late Forties Mr. Bratt was Chief Scoutmaster—Mr. Rolls having done the job for many 
years—and Miss Howarth was Guide Captain. Both groups were in touch with their parent 







organizations, for instance in 1947 Diana Kirkwood represented the area in the International 
Scout and Guide Folk Dance Festival, and in 1950 a letter from the M.G.S. Troop on 
Thinking Day was on the front page of "The Guide.'  


The School Orchestra attained a high standard of performance in the years before the war. An 
ambitious concert was given in 1939, with Haydn's 'Toy Symphony' as the main work. In that 
same year a School Dance Band was formed and a Recorder Group of twenty pupils was 
established. The Orchestra was revived after the war, and appeared regularly at Speech Days 
with occasional concerts and entertainments to the Parents' Guild. The Recorder Group was 
re-established in 1947. A Choir functioned with variable enthusiasm; we read in 1945 of 
participation in a Festival of the Yorkshire Rural Communities. Further musical activities, 
organized for short periods, were folk dancing and gramophone recitals. The versatility of the 
School's Music, as it developed after the war, can be seen by the programmes of the School 
concerts, for example that of March 1950 in the Malton Assembly Rooms, which included a 
number of instrumental items, 'executed,' we are told, 'with extreme gusto if not faultless 
technique,' together with a cantata, 'John Gilpin,' sung by Form Four, and a Bach chorale, 
'Awake Thou Wintry Earth,' supported by several songs, and some items of choral and 
individual verse speaking. The standard of verse speaking in the School was good, and in 
1950 Margaret Holliday (1946-53) reached the final of a Yorkshire 'spoken word' 
competition.  


There was no organized dramatic activity until 1947, when Form IV presented 'The Grand 
Chain's Diamond' as part of the Easter concert. In the following year a Senior School Drama 
Group was formed by Mr. Rolls. Play readings were held and in December the first 
production, of three one act plays, was presented on a minute but skilfully designed stage in 
the School Hall. These were enormously successful; much enthusiasm was aroused, from 
audiences as well as from the casts; and the next July they were followed by a production of 
'As You Like If on the outdoor stage, and in 1950 by 'A Midsummer Night's Dream.' In 
February there was another production indoors, this time of Shaw's 'Arms and the Man,' 
which is reputed to have reached an excellent standard, both of production and of acting.  


Various other societies flourished at M.G.S. for shorter or longer periods. Most successful 
was 'Le Cercle Francais,' for discussions and readings in French, started by Miss Derbyshire 
in 1945, and later revived by Mrs. Williams. We note also the Sixth Form Discussion Group 
of 1944, and an advanced gymnastic agility class, formed in the same year.  


An innovation of Mr. Williams' was the annual School Speech Day, held each Autumn Term 
in the Assembly Rooms, though the event was in abeyance during the war years. A number of 
distinguished speakers visited the School to present the prizes, including Lord Halifax in 
1950, and Lord Zetland in 1948. Rather more ominously. Inspectors visited the School on a 
number of occasions—but we read of their 'good reports' in 1940! A variety of School visits 
were ogranized from time to time, mostly locally to plays and concerts at Leeds, York and 
Scarborough. In 1946 a large party spent a fortnight in Holland. Visitors to the School 
included dramatic groups, for example the Osiris Players who performed 'Maebeth' in 1946, 
and speakers on diverse topics, as when Dr. Ghose spoke on India in 1948.  


The importance of the School Library remained high at M.G.S., in spite of its cramped 
quarters. In 1942 a hundred and ninety books were borrowed weekly. A considerable addition 
to the Library stock came in the late Forties, when it was decided ihat part of the O.M.A. War 
Memorial Fund should be for Library books, and most of this sum was used to purchase an 







'Encyclopedia Britannica,' together with other expensive books beyond the reach of normal 
funds. 


'The Maltonian' continued to appear three times a year until 1948, when the cost of printing 
enforced a reduction to two issues a year. Throughout these years the O.M.A. section is large 
and informative, packed with news of O.M.s from all over the world, particularly those in the 
Armed Forces. The war, it would seem, was a spur to letter writing, and, as commonly in 
times of stress and anxiety, encouraged old pupils to be loyal to their School. The cover was 
changed in 1947 to a simple design by Miss Fraser, bearing only the School Crest and its 
Latin motto. 


The Parents' Guild was another important innovation by Mr. Williams. The inaugral meeting 
was held on October 12th, 1937, when a constitution was adopted, and the following 
objectives were set down as the Guild's aims: 


(a) To form a bond between the home and the School.  


(b) To consider together subjects which are of interest to all who have to deal with children. 


(c) To promote or assist in any activities conducive to extending the interest of influence of 


the School.  


(d) To work together for the benefit of the School in various projects which may arise. 


From the outset the Guild was very active, holding monthly meetings, and at the outbreak of 
war had eighty-six members. Activities were suspended during the war years, though a 
weekly sewing group continued to meet until 1943, providing goods for the Red Cross. The 
Guild was refounded in 1945, and functioned vigorously throughout the succeeding years. 
Talks included a number on travel, including a report on the School trip to Holland, and some 
more specifically on education, for example, on education in the U.S.A., and on the 1944 Act 
by the Secretary for Education for the North Riding. The Guild also made excursions, for 
example to Joseph Rowntrees' School, York, and organized social evenings, for example 
Whist and Beetle Drives. 


Like the Guild, the O.M.A. suspended some of its activities during the war years, but 
occasional reunions, and the A.G.M., were held throughout and we read of one hundred and 
forty-five subscribing members in 1942. This figure rose impressively - a hundred and 
eighty-five in 1944, two hundred and eight in 1945 - and this continued after the war, to a 
peak of two hundred and ninety-six in 1949. Much energy was given to fund raising, during 
the war for a Prisoner of War Fund, and afterwards to the War Memorial Fund, the latter 
totalling £120 in 1947. The Association continued to give service to the School, though the 
Cricket and Tennis Awards had to be suspended for the war years. Reunions were held 
periodically but not with the regularity of the pre-war years. 


The final section of this chapter, that taking note of the fortunes of Old Maltonians who left 
School during the late 'Thirties' and 'the Forties', should surely begin with some account of 
the School's contribution, through its old scholars, to the War. But the difficulty of such 
surveys remains, even here, for it is impossible to do justice to all who served; only a few can 
be mentioned, together with those who gave their lives. 


A large number of Maltonians served in the Fighting Forces and the Merchant Navy, and 
many others on the Home Front. Several were commissioned, Donald Robson (1921-27) 
rising to the rank of Major, while brother Eric (1929-36) became a Staff Captain, and both the 







Lupton boys, John (1924-32) and Mark (1923-26) were commissioned as pilots. Twelve are 
known to have been prisoners of war, and there may be others, while twenty Maltonians — 
nineteen Old Boys and a former member of Staff — gave their lives in the great struggle. 


The member of Staff was Miss Marion Edwards (1911-17), the School's first Senior Mistress, 
who was killed in a London air raid while on A.R.P. duty. Most of the Old Boys who died 
were in the Royal Air Force - Geoffrey Ash (1929-35), William Goodwill (1930-33), John 
HoUington (1933-33), Edgar Hopperton (1931-36) - a rear gunner who failed to return from 
the R-A.F's first leaflet raid of Berlin - Billy Hudson (1921-29), Owen Laverack (1925-31) 
shot down on a meteorological flight, John Lupton (1924-32), Mark Lupton (1923-26), killed 
in an air crash. Pat Mitchell (193336), and Jack Theasby (1928-34). The losses of the 
Merchant Navy at sea claimed Donald Canham (1933-36) and Louis Glynn (191924), while 
Godfrey Mennell (1917-23) and Harold Barlow (192331), both of the Royal Navy, also 
perished at sea, the latter going down with his ship during the chase of the Bismark. Of those 
in the Army, Alee Dale (1926-28), who fell at Tobruk, Sidney Brisby (1927-30), and Arthur 
Calvert (1927-31) were killed. 


This sad chronicle of Old Maltonians can fittingly be followed by a record of those 
Maltonians known to have won special distinctions. Captain Eric Wilson (1913-14), R.N., in 
command of the Hospital Ship 'Newfoundland' when it sank at Salerno, was awarded the 
M.B.E., an O.B.E. went to 'Wilf Wise (1928-33), for many years a P.O.W., the D.F.C. to 
Acting Flight/Lieutenant Robert Cooper (1929-35), and the Military Medal to John Frank- 
ish (1937-42). Denis Rawes (1933-36) and Bill Fish (1928-33) were both mentioned in 
Dispatches. 


Maltonians, however, have won their honours in peace no less than in war, and the account of 
the generation of 1937-51 can appropriately begin with Joyce Hicks (1938-46), awarded an 
M.B.E. in 1962 for her work with deaf children in Malaya. After a Training College course 
and special training for teaching the deaf at Manchester University Joyce went out to Malaya 
to establish the first Malayan School for the Deaf at Penang. As the service for the deaf 
expanded in Malaya she became its Director. Other Maltonians have shared this eagerness to 
help the disabled, for example Audrey Hoggard (1935-41), teaching at Henshaw's School for 
the Blind at Manchester, Sheila Coates (1941-48), who has taught the deaf at both 
Middlesbrough and Liverpool, and John Henderson (1939-44), teaching at Eiton Pastures 
E.S.N. School near Driffield. As in previous years teachers of all types abound. From the 
Universities we can instance 'Bunny' Famell (1935-43), who taught in Somerset and 
Liverpool, and is now a Physics Lecturer at St. Catherine's Training College, Liverpool; 
Vincent Cable (1936-44), Senior History Master at Stockton-on-Tees Grammar School; and 
Keith Dent (1937-43), at Ainwick Grammar School, Northumberland. Aubrey Wood (1935-
41) started out working in a brewery but he obtained a Second Class Honours Degree in 
English by studying externally, and is now teaching at Whitby. From the Training Colleges, 
there are, among others, Eric Posthill (1939-46), Physical Education teacher at Goole 
Grammar School; 'Mel' Crawshaw (1942-49), teaching Woodwork at Malton County Modern 
School; Diana Laverack (1944-50), now Mrs. Denning, teaching Domestic Science in 
Huntingdonshire; Peter Beecroft (1939-45), Headmaster of a Primary School in Beverley; 
and Andrew Barton (1940-47), and his wife Diana Kirkwood (1941-48), both teaching in 
Stevenage. 


Several Old Maltonians have won University distinctions, both non-academic, as 'Bunny' 
Famell (1935-43), Vice-President of the Leeds University Union; and scholastic, as in 1943, 







when lan Berry (1937-43), reading Architecture at Edinburgh, won the prize for the best First 
Year student; and Philip Brown (1937-42) at Manchester University, won the Gissing 
Memorial Prize in English Literature. Gordon Walsh (1936-42) had a distinguished career 
whilst doing research at Leeds University, winning both the Parkinson Scholarship and the 
Brodetzsky Prize. After a period in the aircraft industry he became a lecturer at Bradford 
Institute of Technology, and in 1963 was appointed Assistant Lecturer in Mathematics at the 
newly founded University of York. 


Another fine University career, which led to high responsibilities in the world of international 
finance, was that of lan MacKinnon (1935-41). At Edinburgh University he was elected 
Prizeman and Scholar in Political Economy in 1943. After four years in the Army, when he 
was commissioned in the Royal Horse Artillery, becoming a Captain in 1946, he went up to 
Balliol College, Oxford, to read Politics, Philosophy and Economics, thus becoming the first 
Maltonian to study at our most ancient University. He took a First Class Degree, arare 
achievement at that University and in that Faculty—and then spent a year at Harvard 
University in the U.S.A. For many years he was on the Staff of the World Bank at New York, 
and he is now with an industrial firm in Bombay, of which he was last year appointed 
Assistant Managing Director. In 1960 he had the special honour of being the first O.M. to 
present prizes at an M.G.S. Speech Day. 


Of those O-M.s in the professions lan Berry (1937-43) is an architect at the Ministry of 
Works in London, Derek Edwards (1938-44) is a research chemist in a steel works, Trevor 
Smith (1941-44) is a chartered accountant in York. Many Malton girls have done well in 
nursing—we think of Nancy Bowes (1940-44), once a Sister in Malton Hospital, and of the 
many qualified S.R.Ns. Of less commonplace careers we have Peter Horsley (1939-44), a 
meteorological official at the Air Ministry; Don Errington (193943), Y.H.A. Regional 
Secretary at Birmingham; Colin Beck (194043) in the Patent Office in London; Greta Wardle 
(1942-48), now a trained museum curator; Ken Pattison (1943-47) Education Officer with 
Rolls Royce at Derby; Michael Wrangham (1941-48), who until a recent tragic death was a 
high level technician with Sanders-Roe, and who had spent some years researching on the 
Woomera Rocket Range, Australia; Wilfred Tweedle (1943-48), an inspector at a factory that 
manufactures atomic equipment; Maureen Ash (1942-49), now Mrs. Ingram, for some years 
with the Board of Trade in London, and then, after marriage, with the United Kingdom Trade 
Commission in West Pakistan; and John Crowther (1937-44), a technician employed until 
recently at Reed's Paper Mills, near Maidstone. 


Several Maltonians have made thir careers in the Forces, such as Denis Cole (1943-46), who 
worked his way to Sandhurst from the ranks; Michael Vasey (1940-46), who won a 
commission to Cranwell from an R.A.F. apprentices' school, and later obtained a Durham 
B.Sc.; and Jim Saeggar (1941-47), an officer of the Royal Navy. We know of only one 
policeman from this generation, Peter Blanchard (1938-44), of the Scarborough Force. 


Many Maltonians have remained in the home district, as Elsie Maude (1938-43), running a 
Scarborough hording house, and Richard Sawdon (1940-47), farming in the East Riding. But 
others, as did many of their M.G.S. predecessors, have adventured far across the seas. Some 
have gone out to the Commonwealth countries as permanent emigrants, for instance MoUie 
Coverdale (1938-43), who left with her husband for New South Wales in 1958; Jean Moon 
(1940-46), whose husband is in the Canadian Navy; and Harold Ramsden (1944-50), who is 
teaching in Tasmania. Others have gone overseas for shorter periods, and are now settled 
once more in Britain, for instance Wilfred Tweedle (1936-43), who planted bananas in the 







Cameroons; Robert Hind (1942-49), who spent some years in Canada as teacher and 
journalist; Sheila Pratt (1943-50), a Personnel Manager first in Oxford and then in Montreal; 
Mary Charters (1943-49), who taught backward children in Uganda; and Doreen Stonehouse 
(1937-42), who went nursing in East Africa. 


A final paragraph can perhaps go to those 'half-breed O.Ms, who left M.G.S. for other 
schools, but whose careers remain of interest to the School. We think here of Boyd Barty 
(1940-43), M.A., Edinburgh, now town planner for the Greater London Council; of Margaret 
Suddaby (1936-40), who took a First Class Degree at the University of Wales; and of Harold 
Vasey (1936-38), who qualified as a Veterinary Surgeon at Edinburgh University. 


 








1951-65 


 


Mr. Philip T. Taylor, M.A., took up his appointment as Headmaster in September 1951. An 
old boy of Manchester Grammar School - 'the other M.G.S.' - Mr. Taylor, like Mr. Watt 
before him, was a Cambridge Classicist, with First Class Honours in Part One of the Tripos. 
He was a convinced believer in co-education, as evidenced by his earlier teaching career, at 
mixed grammar schools in Bradford and Nottingham, and by his later assertion in the School 
Brochure that:  


The companionship of the sexes in adolescence in a cooperative enterprise produces a mental 


and emotional balance which will be invaluable in later life. 


During the war he was commissioned in R.A.F. Intelligence, serving in India, thereby 
exercising a mental adroitness that was to cope easily with the timetable problems of a small, 
overcrowded country school. Mr. Taylor was a skilled and knowledgeable musician, with an 
informed interest in all the Arts. He was a family man, with two daughters, his wife a First 
Class Honours graduate in French and Master of Education of Leeds University. All these 
were facts discernible to those responsible for Mr. Taylor's appointment and augured well for 
the future of M.G.S. under his direction. But what could then be only guessed at the 
succeeding years confirmed—Mr. Taylor's unfailing kindness and sympathy, his patience and 
tolerance to Staff and pupils alike, the warmth and friendliness of his manner. He has always 
held high academic hopes for the School, wholly consistent with the new demands made 
upon it during the Fifties and Sixties. Yet he remained conscious of all that was best in the 
School, as affirmed by his message to the School in the hundredth edition of 'The Maltonian':  


When yon look into the future, you will wonder whether under a new Headmaster the School 


yon have loved will lose something of its own individuality. I can only say that I am 


determined to try to make old scholars feel that they can still come back to the School and 


find it essentially the same . . . 


A source of strength to Mr. Taylor throughout his Headmastership—and through him to the 
School itself—has been the active support of Mrs. Taylor. When the need has arisen she has 
joined the Staff and taught with vigour and efficiency; and she has given help most 
generously to a wide range of School activities. From the outset Mr. and Mrs. Taylor showed 
their faith in M.G.S. by sending their elder daughter Gillian to the School. Gillian, who was 
Head Girl in her final year, entered Leeds University in 1958 and graduated in French 
Honours in 1962. Their younger daughter, Rosemary, entered the School in 1959 and is now 
in the Sixth Form. This identification of the whole Taylor family with M.G.S. has given a 
strong lead towards the maintenance of that atmosphere of warmth and intimacy that has 
always characterised the School. 


For the first seven years of Mr. Taylor's administration Malton Grammar School remained a 
'one-stream entry' school. The most significant changes were those experienced throughout 
Britain. The effect of the 1944 Act was now felt throughout the School; by 1952-53 every 
pupil had passed the selection examination. The great majority of the Fifth Form were now 
taking G.C.E. '0' level, and increasing numbers were staying on for advanced work in the 
Sixth, many of them intending to enter Universities and other types of further education. The 
School, as a whole, in fact, was becoming more academically conscious, though throughout 







Headmaster and Staff remained aware of the broader physical and moral aims of education. 
In 1953 the overcrowding that had beset the School for some years was relieved by the 
erection of a prefabricated buildings—always known as 'the Prefab'—to the north of the hut. 
The building was divided by partitions into rooms for Biology, Art and Geography, and this 
enabled Room 7, formerly the Art Room, to become the Library and the old Library to be a 
Prefects' Room.  


In 1958 the School entered a new phase of expansion, a result of development announced 
some years earlier by the North Riding Education Authority. By a series of 'double-intakes' to 
the First Form the School was to become a 'two-stream Grammar School'; the process would 
be completed after seven years, when the first such 'double-intake' reached the Upper Sixth. 
More children were now to come from the East Riding, half the numbers accepted rather than 
a third. In the same year, 1958, a new and spacious Secondary Modern School was opened on 
Middlecave Road, its playing fields adjoining those of the Grammar School, and the two 
schools shared an impressive opening ceremony on September 17th, 1959. This school 
provided only for North Riding pupils; it was not until 1963 that Norton Secondary Modem 
School was opened for all East Riding pupils not attending the Grammar School. 


The Grammar School's final numbers were envisaged at about three hundred and twenty, but 
as the first year entry has on occasion been rather lower than anticipated, some years only a 
little above forty, this figure is unlikely to be attained. Numbers have been increased, 
however, by a substantial transfer of pupils at 'Thirteen Plus' into the Second Forms, and in 
1962 the two Malton schools were chosen for a pilot scheme of two-way transfer at Twelve 
Plus.' A handful of pupils have also been transferred into the Sixth, having obtained a good 
G.C.E. at '0' level at private or secondary modern schools. The advantages of easy transfer at 
these ages are numerous and do much to remove the objections to the 'Eleven Plus' selection 
system. The majority of the pupils concerned have done well, some outstandingly so.  


The great increase in the size of the School was of course a radical change. It was inspired by 
a number of economic and educational motives, and can be seen as part of a nation-wide 
preference for a 'two-stream' over a 'one-stream' grammar school. Many educationists 
consider this the ideal size, allowing considerable variety of courses and opportunities, and 
yet preserving the intimate and personal atmosphere lost in a larger establishment. Moreover, 
such a school can be run more economically than anything smaller. 


To accommodate the growing numbers extensions were built which almost doubled the 
floorspace of the School. These were to the west of the old School, and added to it a large 
Assembly Hall/ gymnasium, two Laboratories for Physics and Chemistry, three classrooms 
and two changing rooms. The extensions also included replacements for the old Kitchen, 
Dining Room and Staff Rooms; and to the north of the School, on part of the site of the old 
hut, was a fine new Woodwork Room. The old single Laboratory was refitted as a Biology 
Laboratory, the old Woodwork Room became a classroom, set aside for Music, and the old 
Assembly Hall became a particulary handsome Library, with a series of well-lighted study 
booths for private study. The extensions were designed by the well known architect, Mr. F. 
X. Velarde, and were of red brick, intended to harmonise with the old building, though the 
Staff Room block that separated them was faced with grey, so as to remove all suspicion that 
an exact match had been intended. There is an obvious contrast, also, between the bold, 
rectilinear lines of the new, with its large windows, and the gables and small panes of the old. 







The new Assembly Hall was equipped with a stage, the design of which provoked much 
criticism, particularly that it was built over the boiler house, and had a water tank above it, 
both being responsible for 'noises off' during performances. A Staff protest, sent to the 
Governors and to the North Riding County Council, effected only minor improvements, 
though it did reach the national Press, inspiring the headline 'bubble trouble' in the News 


Chronicle!  


As the extensions had covered the old grass Tennis courts, new hard courts were laid down 
west of the Assembly Hall. A spacious car park was set out fronting the new classrooms, a 
wide new entrance was cut some fifty yards beyond the old entrance and adorned with a 
handsome name board bearing the North Riding crest, and a number of flower beds were 
planted in such a way as to make the setting of the new building as attractive as that of the 
old. The old buildings underwent a number of minor internal alterations, including the 
blocking of the old west doorway so as to make a Secretary's office, the conversion of the 
Masters' Staff Room into a Prefects' Room, and the use of the Mistresses' Room exclusively 
by the Senior Mistress. The 'Prefab' was now set aside as an Arts and Crafts Block.  


There is no doubt that for its size Malton Grammar School is well equipped. Certain 
astringencies in the design of the extensions were imposed by the credit squeeze of the mid-
Fifties: the Dining Hall is small, necessitating two sittings from the outset, even before 
numbers reached their peak; the use of the Assembly Hall as a Gymnasium has obvious 
disadvantages; the School lacks a Geography Room, though one is projected for the indefinite 
future; there is no Sixth Form Laboratory. But to balance the score are the superb Library, the 
spacious accommodation for Art, and, as always, the delightful outlook across wide playing 
fields and the Vale of Pickering to the North Yorkshire Moors.  


The opening of the extensions was marked by the launching of a Commemoration Fund, and 
the joint efforts of Staff, parents and pupils eventually raised £500, over half of this being 
taken at a Summer Fete held on the School grounds in July 1959. The money was used to 
purchase a pottery wheel and kiln, a film projector and important additions to the stage 
lighting.  


School buildings, however fine, are no more than the framework for the School community. 
And within that community the tone, moral and academic, is set by the Headmaster and his 
Staff. As the School expanded, from 1957 onwards, it became eligible for additional teachers, 
usually one a year, so that today there are eighteen members of Staff. This gradual increase in 
the teaching Staff, welcome though it was, brought many timetabling difficulties, as there 
was often not enough of a teacher's specialist subject to occupy all his teaching time. As 
throughout the country, there were many staffing difficulties, most acutely for Girls' Games 
and P.E., and, for part of the period, for Music, but elsewhere the School enjoyed a large 
measure of good fortune, and Mr. Taylor was able to preserve that happy blend of experience 
and youthful vigour that is perhaps the essential ingredient for a successful school. A feature 
has been the national scarcity of schoolmistresses and throughout the period the masters have 
outnumbered the mistresses, often by three to one.  


Miss Platts, who had been Senior Mistress and had taught Mathematics since 1947, retired in 
1952. The Headmaster, writing of her in 'The Maltonian,' picks out as her best quality:  


the warm-hearted personal interest, backed by sound, practical advice, which the senior boys 


and girls in particular have been privileged to receive 







Her replacement was Miss Beatrice Goldberg, who had graduated from London University 
with an Honours Degree in Mathematics in 1920, and had taught for thirty years at Bishop 
Auckland Girls' Grammar School, interrupted by two periods of exchange teaching in Canada 
and the United States. Miss Goldberg brought to her teaching outstanding efficiency and zeal, 
which resulted in a long series of examination successes. But those who knew her will 
probably remember her most vividly on account of her tremendous and refreshing zest for 
life, her joy in the Yorkshire countryside and her tales of the mountain climbing of her 
younger days. Alas, much of her time at M.G.S. was marred by imperfect health, which 
enforced her retirement in July 1960 and brought her death the following month. So firm had 
been her impression on the School, however, that the Parents' Guild voted to perpetuate her 
name and memory by an annual prize for Mathematics, to be called 'The Beatrice Goldberg 
Mathematics Prize.' Miss Goldberg's impact on the School has been continued in another 
way. During the early Fifties the School's junior Mathematics' teaching had been shared by a 
number of teachers, often specialists in other subjects, but in 1958 the expanding numbers 
permitted Miss Rita Simpson, trained at Neville's Cross Training College, Durham, and a 
former pupil of Miss Goldberg's, to be appointed as a full time Mathematics' teacher. Her 
subject teaching showed all the efficiency and force of Miss Goldberg and met with equal 
success, and on Miss Goldberg's retirement she was appointed as both Senior Mathematics 
teacher and Senior Mistress. This latter post she has filled with outstanding ability and the 
School was delighted in December 1963 to congratulate her on her marriage to Arthur Kay, 
O.M. (1949-54). In September 1960 Mr. Philip Mason, B.Sc., of Hull University, was 
appointed to share with her the teaching of Mathematics.  


Mr. Barty, 'A.B.' to almost everyone, remained Senior Master until July 1955, when he 
retired from teaching after thirty-six years of devoted service to M.G.S. and returned to his 
native Sussex. 'A.B.', as is clear from examination records and from the careers of many boys 
he taught, was a fine teacher of History and Geography. His love of Music was the creative 
force behind the School's musical traditions. But his greatest service to M.G.S. lay in the 
sense of continuity that he inspired, the rallying point which his presence provided for 
generations of Maltonians, and which was further enhanced by Mrs. Barty's warmth of 
friendship and unbroken tradition of hospitality. A long appreciation of A.B's many activities 
is out of place here, the previous chapters are their own testimony. But of the value of his 
long service the Headmaster's remarks in "The Maltonian' can have the final say:  


Go-getting teachers, unblushingly using their posts as mere stepping-stones and contributing 


little to a school beyond examination passes, affect to look down on the man who stays. They 


are quite wrong; the teacher who stays until he absorbs so much of the school's tradition that 


he himself becomes part of it probably makes the most valuable contribution of all to our 


English school system. The affection felt for these dedicated men in schools all over the 


country is proof of their worth. 


The loss of Mr. Barty was keenly felt. It would have been more poignant still had it not been 
for his succession as Senior Master and Senior History Master by Mr. Bruce Rolls, who was 
already in charge of the School's English. Here was a man with some twenty-five years of 
teaching at M.G.S. already behind him, and a distinguished Old Boy of the School for good 
measure. Here, if anywhere, was the link in the School's continuing tradition. Until 1953 Mr. 
Rolls had remained in charge of Boys' Games and P.E., and other sections of this booklet 
illustrate his successes in this capacity. When advancing years sent him permanently indoors 
to the classroom he continued to prove as successful with academic subjects as on the playing 
fields. Many teachers of riper years become stereotyped in their methods and out of date with 







their information. Not so Bruce Rolls. He has taught English to the whole Senior School and 
History to the Sixth with outstanding flair and enthusiasm and his careful preparation of 
lessons and his meticulous marking have been a model to many a younger colleague. Not 
surprisingly, his efforts have been rewarded by a long and consistent run of examination 
successes, for he has the knack of extracting the best from every pupil, be he a potential 
University Scholar or a struggling, almost illiterate Fifth Former. Mr. Rolls' able direction of 
a number of School plays, together with his devoted care of the School Library, lengthen still 
further his long list of services to M.G.S. His appointment as Deputy Headmaster in 1960, on 
Miss Goldberg's retirement, was welcomed by all Maltonians.  


On Mr. Barty's retirement Mr. Bratt took charge of the School's Geography, and took over 
much of Mr. Barty's History teaching. To both he brought careful and thorough teaching. The 
Geography teaching was shared by another teacher, from 1956-58 by Mr. Michael Wayte, 
M.A„ of Edinburgh University, a fine and efficient teacher who left to enter the publishing 
business, and from 1958-63 by the writer of this chapter, who first came to the School as a 
student on teaching practice. Mr. Wayte also taught some English and Mr. Lloyd took charge 
of an expanding Scripture department. A number of other teachers were appointed from time 
to time to share in the teaching of Arts subjects, including Miss Audrey Howarth, who left in 
1952 for a post at a Derbyshire Grammar School, Mrs. Jennings, B.A„ of Bristol University, 
from 1959 to 1961, and Mr. P. R. Wellard, B.A„ of Leeds University, appointed in 1961. 
When Mr. Lloyd left in 1963 he was succeeded by Mr. E. Lucas, B.A„ of Nottingham 
University.  


A feature of these years, at M.G.S. as throughout the country, was the expansion of the 
School's Science teaching. At first this was confined to one Laboratory and one master, Mr. 
'Bill' Richardson, B.Sc., of Leeds University, who took up his appointment in the same year 
as did the new Headmaster. In 1953, on the erection of the 'Prefab.' and the establishment of 
the Biology Room, he was joined by Mr. Arveschoug. B.Sc., Durham. Under the direction of 
Mr. Richardson the School's Science prospered, bringing several impressive academic 
distinctions and his energy was such that he played an outstanding part in a wide range of 
activities outside the classroom, particularly the Dramatic Society, the Orchestra and the 
Parents' Guild. He left in 1955 for a similar post at Yarm G.S. and now lectures at St. John's 
College, York. He was replaced by Mr. B. Greaves, B.Sc., of Leeds University, who has 
continued to direct the School's expanding Science and has brought it a continued run of 
academic successes. Blessed with an even temperament and with a natural authority he has 
had a great, if unlooked for, influence upon his pupils, and by wise counsel has launched 
many of them on successful and worthwhile careers. He too has taken a full part in a wide 
range of School activities, particularly the direction of School dances and the organization of 
a number of School trips, and he has been responsible for the installation of the lighting 
system of the new stage and for its effective operation during many productions. Mr. 
Arveschoug left in December 1957, and after some temporary help by Mrs. Wade, he was 
replaced in September 1958 by Mr. J. Reed, B.Sc., of Durham University. The removal to the 
new laboratories in September 1959 was matched with the appointment of a third scientist to 
specialise in Physics, Mr. H. Whiteley, of St. John's College, York.  


Throughout these years the French department enjoyed the continuity provided by Mrs. 
Williams, under whose guidance a similar continuity was also maintained in the very 
valuable system of French 'Exchange.' At first she was assisted by Miss Howarth, then by 
Miss Sedgewick, B.A. (1952-56), of Leicester University, who left for missionary work in 
Madagascar; by Miss Whitford (1957-58), with First Class Honours in French at Manchester 







University; by Mr. R. Lumb, B.A., of Durham University (1958-62), who left for a senior 
post at a British Army School in Germany; and by Mr. Roy Bower, B.A., of King's College, 
London, appointed in 1962. Mrs. P. T. Taylor, herself a French teacher of considerable 
experience, also taught French for six months previous to Miss Whitford's appointment. Of 
the full time teachers Mr. Lumb made a particularly strong impression on the School, not just 
on account of his French teaching, which was of the highest class, but because of his build-up 
of the School's Cross Country Running and Athletics and his help with the Dramatic Society. 


The School's Latin was taught throughout by the Headmaster, but timetable difficulties 
limited this to the upper forms and then often on an irregular basis, so that before 1964 pupils 
were not entered for '0' level until well into their Sixth Form career. Neverthless, a handful of 
pupils have managed to achieve 'A' level passes after severely shortened courses. The 
School's Scripture was taught at first only on a non-examination basis, but the School's 
continued expansion eventually allowed the subject to become established at '0,' 'A' and'S' 
levels. 


Until December 1954 the School's Art remained in the care of Miss Monica Fraser, who 
resigned after spells of poor health. She was to be remembered not only as a capable and 
enthusiastic teacher but as a friendly and maternal First Form mistress. After some supply 
teaching from Miss Howarth (by then Mrs. Thompson) and Miss Dittmar, Mr. A. H. Fayers 
was appointed in April 1955. He in turn left in July 1957, to be replaced the following 
January, at first on a part-time basis but eventually full-time, by Mr. L. W. Lawley, A.T.D. 
Mr. Lawley's freshness of approach and his skill in a wide range of media, have aroused 
enthusiasm for Art from pupils of widely ranging talents, and his authority on the teaching of 
Art was confirmed by his publication in 1963 of a textbook, 'A Basic Course in Art.' Mr. 
Lawley was a dedicated teacher of his subject, in the importance of which he passionately 
believed, and in its furtherance he gave freely of his time and effort. He also made a large 
contribution to the Dramatic Society, with several fine productions. He left in July 1964 for a 
Lectureship in Art and Crafts at Gloucester Training College and was replaced by Mr. G. E. 
Makins, from Prince Henry's Grammar School, Otley. 


Mr. Mudge, in charge of Woodwork since 1939, resigned in 1953; he was missed not only in 
the workshop but also in the Orchestra. He was replaced by Mr. V. A. Martindale, of St. 
Bede's Training College, Durham, and of Loughborough College, who also assumed 
responsibility for Boys' Games and P.E. until relieved by Mr. D. J. Pay, of the College of St. 
Mark and St. John, London, in 1962. The games of the boys prospered under Mr. 
Martindale's guidance, and he has contributed from time to time to a number of School 
activities.  


Two posts, both for mistresses, which saw many changes were those for Domestic Science 
and for Girls' Games and P.E. Miss Booth left in July 1952 and for a term the School was 
without a Domestic Science teacher. Miss P. M. Roe was appointed the following January, 
and was on the Staff until her marriage in December 1959. Until 1958 the appointment was 
not full-time, Miss Roe, as had her predecessors, spending some of her time teaching girls 
from Malton Senior School. But after the opening of the Secondary Modem School this was 
no longer necessary and for her final year Miss Roe taught also some Junior School English 
and History. She was replaced at first by Mrs. M. Edgington, on a temporary basis, and 
eventually by Miss K. Dawson, now married to Michael Hickes, O.M. (1947-53), who also 
taught Scripture to junior forms. She was replaced in September 1962 by Miss M. B. Clarke. 
Miss D. Stavely vacated the post of Girls' Games mistress in December 1952. For a year the 







School had the temporary services of Mrs. E. Hornsey, until Miss D. Hickes, O.M. (1941-48) 
was appointed in March 1953. Until she left to be married in December 1956 Miss Hickes 
gave the School outstanding service, and was responsible for the fine tradition in Girls' 
Games built up during the second half of the decade. She was replaced by Mrs. D. Allman, 
who also taught Mathematics, but she was only to stay for a year. From her departure, in 
December 1957, until September 1963 the School lacked the services of a fully trained Girls' 
P.E. mistress. At times the Games and P.E. periods were virtually run by the girls themselves 
and the effective direction of School teams was at all times in the hands of the senior girls. It 
says much for the quality of these girls that the games results during this period were always 
good and sometimes outstanding. Some help was received, for example Tennis coaching 
from Mrs. D. Fletcher for the summer of 1958, and some part-time tuition during 1961-62 by 
Miss Hickes, now Mrs. Thackray; and various mistresses trained for other subjects held an 
overall responsibility and gave more or less active help—Miss Simpson, Mrs. Jennings, and a 
student teacher, Miss J. Alston. In September 1963 Miss P. Thackray, of Norwich Training 
College, was appointed, but she left a year later to visit South Africa.  


Equal difficulty was experienced with the School's Music, for so many years capably run by 
Mr. Barty. For much of the period after 1955, Music teaching fell to Mr. Taylor, already 
heavily committed elsewhere. From 1957-58 he had the part-time help of Mrs. Scarth, and for 
some months in 1959 of Mr. Hogarth. In September 1961 Miss Akeroyd, an experienced 
History teacher, was appointed to teach some History and the School's Music, and she was 
able to enlist the help of Mr. C. Martin, who gave some fine choral and instrumental 
instruction. But they departed in April 1962. In September 1962 Miss G. R. Blake, L.T.C.L., 
was appointed, to teach also junior Scripture. 


The School was blessed during these years by the services of a succession of capable and 
conscientious secretaries: Miss Gwendoline Dunning, O.M. (1951), Miss S. M. Richardson 
(1952-55), Miss M. Washington (1955-58), Mrs. J. Fletcher (1958-62), and Mrs. 1. 
Emmerson, appointed early in 1963. Mr. Dowding continued as School caretaker, 
contributing eagerly—and vociferously —to a number of School activities. And Mrs. K. 
Boyes remained in charge of the kitchen, first in the hut, later in the new buildings. New 
appointments permitted by the School's increased size were a School Gardener, a post held 
since 1960 by Mr. H. Calam; and a Laboratory assistant, first Miss Brenda Holmes, and 
afterwards Mr. S. Biggins, both Old Maltonians.  


There is no doubt that under the direction of these many persons the academic standing of 
Malton Grammar School has improved considerably. Exact comparison with earlier years is 
both invidious and impracticable, for not only was the School growing in numbers but the 
social and educational climate of the times had changed significantly, and the examinations 
taken were different in standard and syllabus. The School must, of course, be assessed against 
its rural background; this is certainly the prime factor behind the absence of candidates for 
Oxford or Cambridge until 1963. For most pupils, however talented, entry into a provincial 
University after two years in the Sixth seemed preferable to a third year and the gamble of an 
Oxbridge place. 


The School's '0' level results have been generally sound and always compared well with 
national figures, though in some years there have been poor results in individual subjects. The 
number attaining a certificate has averaged twenty-seven, a commendable figure as there 
were rarely more than thirty candidates. The largest entry in the Fifties was in 1957, when 
thirty-seven candidates achieved an average of 4.5 passes per pupil. In 1963 the 'double entry' 







first reached the Fifth, giving over fifty entries. More significant is the number of candidates 
attaining a good certificate, commonly reckoned as five passes. On average before 1963 some 
fifteen pupils have achieved this, there were nineteen in 1960 from a form of thirty-one, and 
in 1962 the 'A' division, of seventeen pupils, averaged 7.3 passes per head. It is gratifying that 
the most recent set of '0' level results was the best ever. All of the 'A' division attained at least 
five passes, and also ten of the 'B' division, and nineteen pupils passed in seven or more 
passes.  


The number of 'A' level passes has risen during these years. To some extent this is a 
reflection of the increasing numbers entering the Sixth Form. The number of pupils achieving 
passes has fluctuated, as have the number of pupils taking papers. The lowest number of 
passes was in 1956, when six were successful, though five of these passed in all three 
subjects; and the highest 1962, when nineteen pupils acquired certificates, nine of them 
passing three subjects. The best results were perhaps in 1958, when fourteen pupils obtained 
a certificate, ten of them doing so in three subjects. There has been a liberal sprinkling of 
passes in the Scholarship papers, taken only by the stronger candidates; and of Distinctions 
and the later 'A' grades.  


Perhaps the best index of the School's academic strength is in its numbers of University 
entrants, and it is here that the improved academic standard of the last fourteen years can be 
most vividly seen. Since 1953 the School has averaged five such entrants a year, and can 
legitimately claim that very few pupils at all capable of such further education have been 
unable to gain admittance—and this at a time of increasingly severe competition.  


The best year was 1960, when nine pupils gained places. Approximately half of the sixty 
pupils involved entered Leeds University, reflecting the widespread preference for a 
University within easy reach of home and also perhaps the attachment of several members of 
Staff to this University. Pupils have gone also to Sheffield, Liverpool, Manchester, Durham, 
Newcastle, Hull, Nottingham, Edinburgh and Cardiff Universities, and to King's College and 
the Imperial College of Science of London University. Almost all these pupils qualified by 
their 'A' level results for the University Scholarships and Bursaries of the North and East 
Ridings, and three pupils, Arthur Firth (1951-58), Howard Campion (1952-59), and Elizabeth 
Barker (1954-61) achieved the rare distinction of a State Scholarship. These awards were 
abolished in 1963, otherwise another would certainly have been won by Antony Kirby 1956-
64), who achieved the remarkable result of Grade A in all four subjects taken, and also passed 
two subjects at 'S' level, with a Distinction in History. It is a further measure of the soundness 
of their early teaching that the majority of these Universtiy students have gone on to achieve 
creditable degrees. At the time of writing there have been two First Class Honours Degrees, 
by Peter Smailes (1946-53) in Geography, and by Peter Flynn (1947-54) in Physics, and a 
large number of Second Class Degrees in the upper division. No less than ten of these 
students have been awarded research studentships or other grants to read for further degrees; 
four of them have already obtained Doctorates, Peter Flynn in Physics, Malcolm Oades 
(1948-55) in Agriculture, John Wardel (1948-55) in Mining Engineering, and Richard Wilson 
(1950-57) in History, and others have been awarded Master's Degrees. Several of them have 
seized opportunities to travel and undertake research in foreign countries, including Peter 
Smailes to Australia; Peter Flynn to Illinois, U.S.A.; lan Masser (1948-55), after winning a 
Master of Civic Design Degree at Liverpool, to Southern Rhodesia; Malcolm Oades, first to 
Northern Ireland and then to Australia; and David Humble (1950-58) to Canada.  







In 1955 Christopher Tyson was awarded an Open Exhibition in science to the Imperial 
College of Science and Technology, London University, an award which also entitled him to 
a State Scholarship. The following year Margaret Bateson (1947-54) won a Ferens Birthday 
Scholarship in English to Hull University. Both these were highly commendable 
achievements, as very few such awards are offered by these Universities. An even finer 
achievement was that of Antony Kirby in 1963, who was awarded an Open Exhibition in 
History at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge, the first time that the School has ever 
won an open academic award at the older Universities. This success was, of course, wholly in 
line with the fine 'A' and 'S' level results quoted above. It seems likely that Kirby will be the 
first of a line of Maltonians graduating at the light blue University. Michael McGuire (1957-
64) is to go up to Fitzwilliam House in October 1965 and during the current year two other 
Sixth Form scientists, David Evans and Paul Carr, have been given places conditional upon 
their 'A' level results. These successes indicate that given pupils of suffcient ability and 
ambition M.G.S. is now able to help them to do full justice to their abilities.  


A good school is one which, among other things, prepares its pupils for entry to the career for 
which they are best suited by inclination and ability. It should be judged not only by the 
performances of the most able but by the achievements of those of average and below 
average ability. Assessment here is notoriously difficult, but the School may point with 
satisfaction to the pupils of its lower ability groups who have, by patient coaching and 
encouragement, acquired the two or three '0' level passes that have been their passport to a 
good career. From both the Sixth and Fifth Forms pupils have proceeded to colleges of 
further education as diverse as Sandhurst, Welbeck College, the Hamble College of Civil 
Aviation, the Central College of Speech and Drama, and numerous Training Colleges and 
Domestic Science Colleges, and Colleges of Advanced Technology. Many girls have entered 
nursing to qualify as S.R.N's. Both boys and girls have entered on training courses in 
banking, the professions, the Forces, and in various technical and commercial branches of 
industry. There are still some pupils who leave with little or no qualification and take up jobs 
which, though of definite value to the community and in no way to be despised, are not those 
for which a grammar school education is necessary or even desirable; but the number of such 
pupils is decreasing, and more and more parents seem anxious that their children should fully 
grasp their opportunities.  


It is a maxim of British education that it should not be exclusively academic but that physical 
and moral health should be among its aims. Moreover, the good school aims not only to 
instruct its children in the classroom but to give them enthusiasm and ability for their leisure 
time activities. On all these counts it can be claimed that M.G.S. during the 'Fifties' and 
'Sixties,' as in previous years, has served its pupils well.  


As with all schools the successes of its teams in external matches have fluctuated with the 
years, but enthusiasm for games has always remained high. The Football teams have suffered 
bad seasons, as in 1953-54, when only five of the seventeen matches played by the First XI 
were won, and in 1958-59, when there were only two wins from eleven matches. But there 
have been many good seasons to balance the account, two of which, 1951-52, and 1961-62, 
were outstanding. The 1951-52 side was captained by Terry Dyson, later of Tottenham 
Hotspurs, and won seventeen of its twenty fixtures. Mr. Rolls, writing in 'The Maltonian,' 
wrote:  


We may at times at M.G.S. have had teams with more outstanding players but never, I think, 


one that consistently played better and more attractive football.' 







Of similar calibre was the side of 1961-62, captained by Derek Stearman, which won 
eighteen and drew three of its twenty four matches. In 1956-57 a Malton and Norton District 
League was started for junior teams and was won by the School in its first season.  


The Cricket XI has a similar record, good seasons mixed with the bad. 1952 and 1961 were 
most successful; in both seasons only two matches were lost as against eight victories. In both 
games representative honours were often gained by the stronger players. At Football Bruce 
Rolls (1947-55) played for the North Riding Schools, and in his last season captained the 
county side. In 1960 Derek Stearman (1955-62) was given a trial for York City 'A' team. At 
Cricket, Bruce Rolls, Marcus Mason (1947-54), Malcolm Oades (1948-55), Christopher 
Clifford (1953-61) and Derek Stearman all represented the East or North Ridings, Rolls 
captaining the North Riding in 1955. Bruce Rolls also played two years for the Yorkshire 
Federation Cricket XI being Vice-Captain in his second year under Philip Sharp, now the 
Yorkshire and England Cricketer. Both Rolls and Christopher Clifford also played for 
Scarborough in the Yorkshire Council, and Clifford has since played several times for the 
Yorkshire County Second XI.  


For most of these years, however, Hockey brought the School its finest results. Although the 
teams of the early Fifties were only moderately successful the improvement was such that the 
First XI was undefeated from the beginning of the 1953-54 season until the spring of 1958. A 
somewhat leaner period followed, though wins were always well in excess of defeats, until 
another fine side emerged in the early 'Sixties', a team that in 1961-62 came second in the 
North Riding Schools' Hockey rally, and which won that same rally the following season, 
under the captaincy of Joan Lindeman (1955-62). Throughout these years a large number of 
girls played in representative teams; in 1958-59 four girls were in the North Riding side; and 
several girls were awarded North Riding colours. Netball, the Girls' second winter game, was 
not played so successfully, and interest fell away in later years, possibly because a small 
school found it difficult to support two such games. Tennis in the summer brought more 
success though the standards suffered by the loss of the School courts for some seasons on 
account of the new buildings. Again, there were successes in North Riding events; in 1956 
Gillian Webb and Faith Webster won the Junior Tennis tournament, and in 1962 Joan 
Lindeman and Joyce Hudson achieved similar success in the Senior event.  


Basketball was played intermittently during the early Fifties. In 1952 matches were won 
against Whitby, but the lack of an indoor court restricted the sport. But when the new 
Gymnasium became available in 1958 there was a great increase in the game's popularity, 
and it is now a major School sport, with Senior and Junior teams playing regular fixtures. 
Badminton likewise now has a regular following and fixtures with other schools. In all these 
sports House competitions have provided internal competition, often of great intensity. A 
further feature has been Staff matches, at first only in Hockey, but later, as the Staff grew in 
numbers, in Basketball and Cricket also. 


Athletics were keenly contested throughout at the House Sports, usually held towards the end 
of the summer term, but it was only with the arrival of Mr. R. Lumb in 1958, himself an 
accomplished athlete, that the sport developed a serious following. A House Cross Country 
run was organized annually and pupils were entered for various North Riding and Yorkshire 
events. These brought the School a number of successes, particularly over the country by 
David Thackray, who, in 1960, came sixth in the all-Yorkshire under 15 event and was a 
member of the winning Yorkshire side in the national championships. In 1962 Geoffrey 
Foster (1959- ), David Thackray (1958-64), and Michael Smith (195764) all won North 







Riding colours for their respective performances of finishing first in the Junior 100 yards, 
second in the Intermediate 440 yards and second in the Intermediate long jump. 


School societies enjoyed fair if not always good support throughout these years. A common 
problem was the difficulty of arranging after-school meetings with so many pupils needing to 
catch their buses home. The most consistently active was the Dramatic Society, which has 
staged no less than eighteen public productions since 1951. Prior to 1957 plays were 
presented in the old School Hall, the present Library, on a stage of small proportions but 
ingenious design, where the low seating capacity of the auditorium enforced a large number 
of performances. After two years of inactivity during the erection of the new buildings the 
first plays on the new stage in the large Assembly Hall were presented in 1959. Throughout 
the period a number of plays, often by junior casts, have also been performed on the open air 
stage, thus continuing the tradition begun by Mr. Watt as early as 1917. The range of the 
Society has been wide, from stock school productions of Shaw, Shakespeare and Sheridan, 
right up to a fine production of Eliot's 'Murder in the Cathedral,' with members of Staff taking 
three of the leading roles. It would be invidious, if not impossible, to single out particular 
productions, but none seems to have exceeded 'The Admirable Crichton' of 1956 as regards 
enjoyment by those who saw it. The Society was fortunate to have the services of a number 
of talented actors and actresses, particularly memorable performances coming from Margaret 
Holliday (1946-53), Pamela Taylor (1951-58) and David Thackray (1958-64). It can be 
claimed, moreover, that the general standard of production and performance has been high 
and of credit to such a small school. 


During the early Fifties, with Mr. Barty still in charge, the School Choirs and Orchestra 
attracted keen and talented support and attained good standards of performance. We read in 
"The Maltonian' of praise from the Chief Inspector of Music in Schools, of concerts given at 
Lady Lumley's School, Pickering, of participation in local festivals and of members of the 
Orchestra playing in the Scarborough and District Youth Orchestra. But a sad decline set in 
on A.B's retirement, which persisted through the long period without a permanent Music 
teacher. The Orchestra, after three years of falling numbers, was disbanded in 1958, and 
depleted Choirs made only their annual Speech Day appearance. Revival, however, began in 
1961, a public concert was given in 1962, and again in subsequent years, and there was every 
sign that the School's musical reputation would be regained. On a less exalted plane, a strong 
School Dance Band now regularly plays for part of every School Dance.  


Two other societies that fell on sorry times in the mid-Fifties were the Scouts and the Guides. 
Both enjoyed high popularity in the early years. The Scouts held annual camps and regular 
Friday meetings, and a number of distinctions were attained, including a Camping Standards 
Certificate in 1955 and a Queen's Scout Badge by Michael Muir (1946-53) in 1952. In 1953 
Muir attended a Rover Moot in Switzerland and Christopher Tyson (1947-54) a jamboree in 
the Lake District. But decline set in following the retirement of the Scoutmaster, Mr. Bratt, in 
1956. For three years, the troop, was led by Mr. Leslie Graham, O.M., (1934-40), but when 
he left the district in 1959 the troop, now with only thirteen members, had to be disbanded. 
The Guides suffered a similar fate. They were led until 1952 by Miss Howarth and afterwards 
by Mrs. Hornsey. Membership was large and enthusiastic, annual camps were held, social 
services were performed, many badges were won, and Youth Hostelling parties visited the 
Lake District in 1955 and Denmark in 1956. In 1953 four Guides attended the Coronation 
Commemoration Service and in 1957 three joined twenty thousand fellow Guides at a World 
Camp at Windsor. But during later years, perhaps because of rival activities, support was 
rarely forthcoming, particularly from the senior girls, and the troop was disbanded in 1962. 







Particularly towards the later years of this period, however, a number of other School 
societies did attract a loyal and regular membership. A Chess Club, first started in 1954, 
attained a large following and a good standard of play by the early 'Sixties.' In 1961-62, in the 
face of keen competition from adult clubs, the School side won the handsome Rose Bowl 
trophy offered by the Yorkshire Evening News for the winner of the Second Division of the 
York and District Chess League. The following season School players constituted the 
majority of the members of a Malton side that came third in the League's top division. A 
number of distinctions were attained by members of the Club during this period, of which the 
most notable was by Barry Marshall (1955-62), who in 1959 finished fifth in the British 
under-15 Chess Championship. In 1958 a School Debating Society was formed, called 'The 
Sixth Form Society.' After a good start this society often had to struggle for support but a 
number of debates were held regularly each year, and in 1963 and 1964 these were extended 
to include other local grammar schools. A Field Club, formed also in 1958, sent pupils out 
into the countryside, both on individual quests for specimens and on planned visits to local 
agricultural institutes. Other societies, mostly claiming small but enthusiastic following, were 
the Photographic Society, the Christian Union, the P.E. Club, and a Needlework Group. A 
Dr. Barnardo's Helpers' Guild, which raised sums in the £20 range over a number of years, 
showed that at least some Maltonians were not forgetful of those less fortunate than they.  


Malton Grammar School has always regarded social education as among its aims. Primarily, 
this is achieved in the normal day to day activities of the School, which give ample 
opportunities for communal co-operation. School dinners, organized since 1959 so as to bring 
children of both sexes and different age groups to the same table, often in small groups, are 
opportunities for a special form of this social training, as are the School Dances and the 
Christmas parties, organized regularly throughout the period. M.G.S. dances have always 
enjoyed a special flavour, whether in the cramped conditions of the Old Hall and of the 
'Prefab.', or in the more spacious new Hall. At times they have been proceeded by a series of 
dancing classes.  


Four School parties have visited the continent since 1951: in 1955 to Innsbruck in Austria, in 
1957 to Brienz in Switzerland, in 1959 to the French Riviera and in 1964 to Paris. In addition 
small parties of Sixth Formers have made unofficial visits to various parts of the Continent. 
There were holidays in London in 1958 and in 1961, and there have been a number of 
Geographical Field Trips to North Wales, the Lake District and the Central Pennines. There 
have been a number of day excursions, often for large parties, as in 1956 when sixty pupils 
visited Tyneside, but mostly for smaller groups to hear local talks, see plays and listen to 
concerts. A visit of particular note occurred in 1961, when twenty pupils were invited by Sir 
William Worsley to the Riding Stables at Hovingham Hall to see the arrival of the wedding 
party and the guests for the Wedding Reception of his daughter and the Duke of Kent.  


A large number of speakers have visited M.G.S. from time to time, to talk to particular 
groups and societies. These have included Sir William Worsley, talking on a holiday in the 
West Indies, Mr. R. Turton, the M.P. for Malton and Thirsk, and lecturers from the Hull 
School of Architecture. Other distinguished speakers, of course, were reserved for Speech 
Day, held throughout •during the Autumn Term, until 1959 at the Milton Rooms, and 
afterwards in the School Hall. This has always been a particularly pleasant occasion. Some 
entertainment is traditionally provided by the pupils, most commonly songs and recitations. 
Guests of honour have included the Rev. Lamb, Principal of St. John's Training College, 
York: Dr. Nicholson, Vice-Chancellor of Hull University; the Secretary of Education for the 
North Riding; lan MacKinnon, O.M. (1935-42); and Lord James, Vice-Chancellor or York 







University, to whose Appeal Fund the School raised £100, presented to Lord James by Mr. 
Taylor at the conclusion of the 1962 Speech Day. 


The discipline of the School has traditionally been less rigid than in many a larger institution, 
but there is no evidence that this has in any way been to the detriment of the School's work or 
general life. There has been no corporal punishment nor any system of detention, and it is to 
the credit of the scholars and a sign of the goodwill that prevails between them and the Staff 
that neither has ever been felt to be necessary. The Prefect System has been employed 
throughout, and it is pleasing to note that with fifty-four pupils in the Sixth Form in the 
current year (1964-65) it has been possible to be highly selective in their appointment. A 
large number of the boys and girls appointed as Prefects have shown considerable good sense 
and leadership, a few of them quite outstandingly so.  


A very enthusiastic Parents' Guild, under the Chairmanship of the Headmaster, has given the 
School consistent support, though it has never been able to attract more than a minority of 
parents. A number of educational talks have been given, by officials of the Local Education 
Authorities and by various other social and educational workers. Considerable sums of 
money have been raised by the Guild, not only for the Extensions Commemoration Fund, the 
York University Appeal Fund, and the Freedom from Hunger Campaign, but also to purchase 
table cloths, a film-strip projector, seats for the School ground, and other amenities not 
provided by the North Riding. There have been regular social functions, such as a Christmas 
party, and an annual summer outing, either a tour of local countryside, or a visit to a show. 


The O.M.A., though again attracting only a few of its many potential members, has given the 
School loyal support. Matches have been played regularly against the School, in Football, 
Hockey, Cricket and Tennis, though the girls have often had difficulty in raising a side. In 
1959 a Badminton group was started, meeting regularly at School and playing in a local 
league. In 1951 the Annual Dinner and Christmas Reunion were for the first time combined 
and this event has now become the major occasion of the O.M.A. year. At first it was held at 
School, then at the Talbot Hotel, but since 1955 at Bowers' Restaurant. The Dinner has been 
followed by toasts, one by the Headmaster, and at least two by Old Maltonians, one of them 
usually of recent vintage; the function has continued with a dance, at which the diners have 
been joined by more O.Ms and by current Sixth Formers. The Dinner has been well 
supported, with numbers now regularly well over the hundred, and has attracted Maltonians 
of all generations.  


Another illustration of the importance attached by the Headmaster to the School's history and 
tradition is his introduction in 1955 of a new School badge. The new badge, larger than the 
old and in the shape of a Shield, has different emblems in its four quarters. In the first is 
shown an Archbishop's mitre in gold on a black ground, recalling the Old Malton Holgate 
foundation. The second quarter is the School's old badge, showing the White Rose of 
Yorkshire on a blue ground. The third quarter holds the arms of the Worsley family, white 
with the upper part of 'chief' red, thus recalling an association that has brought the School 
great help and fortune. In the fourth quarter is the gold chevron between three leopards' heads 
on black that forms the second and fourth quarters of the Fitzwilliam arms, the family that 
gave the land for the School's refoundation. Beneath the Shield is the School motto.  


'The Maltonian' has continued to record these manifold activities. For most of the period there 
were two issues a year but in 1961, on account of rising printing costs, it was decided to 
publish only once a year. The character of the magazine has varied somewhat, according to 







the ideas of the Editor of the day, but has usually carried a full account of School activities 
and an abundance of news of Old Maltonians.  


The final section of this chapter, on the successes of old pupils in their later years, will be 
shorter than in previous chapters, as the youngest generation of Maltonians have had as yet 
but little time to make their mark on the outside world. Many of them have already set out on 
worthwhile careers as teachers, nurses, secretaries, bankers, and technicians; the list is far too 
long for more than a very few to be mentioned. Some must be singled out, however, if only to 
illustrate the way in which the younger Maltonians are already making a firm impression in 
many diverse fields of activity.  


Several Maltonians have gained honours at Universities and Training Colleges, apart from 
the academic distinctions already referred to. Among these can be instanced the sporting 
successes of Bruce Rolls (1948-55) at Leeds University, with his Colours for both Football 
and Cricket, and of Jean Armitage (1949-56), for two years Captain of Women's Athletics at 
Durham. Peter Flynn (1947-54) was President of the Leeds University Bridge Club. At 
Durham Heather Watson (1953-61) was elected Deputy Senior Warden of St. Mary's 
College, and also played Hockey for the University. At the Training Colleges we can think 
particularly of Mary Witty (1955-62) and David Lowe (1953-60), elected Senior Students at 
Leeds College of Housecraft and Derby Training College respectively.  


Several of the Maltonians who gained high scholastic distinctions at Universities have gone 
on to lectureships, often combined with research. Thus lan Masser (1948-55) holds a 
Lectureship in Civic Design at Liverpool University, Malcolm Oades (1948-55) and Peter 
Smailes (1946-54) are both lecturing at Australian Universities, Peter Flynn (1947-54) is 
lecturing in Physics at Illinois University, U.S.A., while Richard Wilson (1950-57) is a 
Lecturer in Economic History at the new University of Strathclyde. Others have proceeded to 
important scientific posts outside the Universities, as Ivan Thackray (1946-53) at 
Aldermaston, and Christopher Tyson (1946-54) at Windscale. Many graduates have, of 
course, taken to teaching as a career, but these are far too numerous to mention.  


Many Maltonians, like their predecessors of earlier generations, have travelled far afield, 
often showing great initiative. Henry Lawson (1951-55), for example, worked his passage for 
a two years' stay in Australia, taking in a spell of driving a bulldozer in the U.S.A.! Pat Lund 
(1944-51), after working as a Laboratory assistant in Oxford, held a similar post for three 
years in Boston, U.S.A., and spent her earnings on vacation trips all over the Continent. 
Anther visitor to the U.S.A. was Robin Wardell (194753), one of twelve representatives of 
the United Kingdom chosen for a ten months' study of American agriculture. At Easter 1965 
Joan Lindeman (1955-62), studying Russian at Nottingham Training College, was one of 
fifteen students from the United Kingdom selected for a course in the U.S.S.R. Many others 
have travelled widely on account of National Service, and girls have often done so after 
marriage, as Susan Nendick (1947-55) to India and Switzerland, Pat Pallister (1949-56) to 
Kenya, Mavis Thackray (195058) to British Columbia, and Sally Milne (1952-57), now 
nursing in Australia. As always there have been the permanent emigrants, as Barry Jackson 
(1955-59) and Joan Witty (1953-60), married to each other, and settled in Australia.  


It has been usual in these sections to draw attention to careers taken up by Maltonians a little 
off the beaten track. We think of Pamela Taylor (1951-58), who toured with the Children's 
Theatre, lan Masser (1948-55), until recently with the Graeme Shankland team replanning 
central Liverpool, though now back on the Staff of Liverpool University, Pauline Smailes 







(1949-57), a Librarian first at Leeds University and now at Stoke, Trevor Drake (1953-60), a 
commercial pilot with B.E.A., Anne Fletcher (1952-58), in charge of catering at a London 
hostel, and of Robin Wardell (1947-53), training to be a missionary to the Far East. 


The Maltonian most in the public eye, however, has undoubtedly been Terry Dyson (1946-
52), who signed on as a professional footballer with Tottenham Hotspur after completing his 
National Service, and won his First Team place as outside left in time for the glorious 1960-
61 season, when, for the first time this century, the 'Spurs won both the Football 
Championship and the F.A. Cup, Terry scoring the Cup Final goal that put the result beyond 
all doubt.  
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Foreward by the Headmaster (Philip Taylor) 
It would be difficult, without seeming fulsome, to express adequately the pleasure which the 
publication of this History gives me. Many of us have talked of the need for a definitive 
History of the School; some of us have promised ourselves that we would do something 
about it when we had time. It is typical of Mr. Lloyd that he has made time in the midst of his 
many pursuits. This History is a triumphant vindication of the saying "If you want a job 
doing, find a busy man." 


The outstanding single quality of this History, as I see it, is that it successfully combines the 
general and the particular. Determined to uphold the tradition that Maltonians have as a 
happy family, Mr. Lloyd has mentioned by name many hundreds of scholars and traced their 
fortunes at school and in the world. But he has also, at appropriate moments, made 
considered and, I believe, eminently fair appraisals of the school, its successes and its 
failures. It is typical of Mr. Lloyd's good sense that, writing under my regime, he has not 
hesitated to point out unrealized potentialities of which I am only too sharply aware. 


I am sure that every member of the school, past and present, will wish to have his or her own 
copy of this History. Reading it, scholars will see themselves as part of a continuing tradition, 
begun in the Sixteenth Century and in our time splendidly reveived and enhanced by Mr. 
Watt and Mr. Williams. 


  







Introduction by David Lloyd 


I began to accumulate the notes for this short history as long ago as 1960, with the hope of 
publishing something the following year, the fiftieth anniversary of the School's refoundation. 
But the task was a greater one than I had imagined and the full life of a schoolmaster and 
family man left little leisure for an undertaking in which I was becoming unexpectedly 
absorbed. Thus it has not been until this summer, 1965, when I have been away from Malton 
for nearly two years, that I have had opportunity to write my final version.  


I am, as it is often said, all too aware of the many imperfections, but I have taken the view 
that if I delay much longer the intended history will become yet another of those piles of 
notes that have never been published. And it can be argued, I think, that a hurriedly written 
School history is better than no history at all.  


Much of the material on which I have worked has been taken from old copies of 'The 
Maltonian', which appeared regularly from 1917 onwards, and which, on the initiative of Mr. 
Rolls, have been bound into some ten volumes and now hold an honoured place in the School 
Library. I also consulted the Staff and Admission Registers, available for the years since 
1911. Further information came from the Secretary of Education for the North Riding, from 
the Clerk of the School Governors, Mr. Gouldsmith, and from the files of the Malton Gazette. 
Much the most valuable sources, however, have been the recollections of countless old 
scholars and members of Staff, and my talks with them have been the most enjoyable part of 
the whole project.  


I should make it clear that the collection of material was a joint undertaking by myself and 
two old Maltonians, Howard Fox,B.A. (1952-59) and Antony Kirby (1956-64), who had 
special responsibility for the periods 1941-50 and 1931-40 respectively. Howard Fox also did 
a good deal of private research into the history of the original school at Old Malton, and 
much of my first chapter is based on his work, and on that of Mr. J. Lawson, a lecturer in the 
History of Education at Hull University. I am very much indebted to Mr. Rolls and to Mr. and 
Mrs.Taylor, all of whom, read my first draft, and put their knowledge of the School and its 
scholars at my disposal. Mr. Rolls, of course, has a knowledge of the School that is quite 
unique, and his support of my venture has been my greatest encouragement.  


Finally, I must give my thanks to the School Governors and to Mr. Taylor for their financial 
support; I only hope the sales will be good enough for them to be completely reimbursed and, 
perhaps, for a little profit to go into the School Fund.  


My approach to the School's history will be made clear in the following chapters. It was most 
convenient to use the periods of office of the three Headmasters as my basic framework, 
though I thought it best to divide Mr. Watt's twenty six years as Head into two shorter 
periods. My greatest problem was what and how much to say about the Old Maltonians. 
Some school histories make no mention of old pupils, or only of those who have reached 
great eminence. This seems to me to be a mistake, for surely it is on the lives of old pupils, 
undistinguished as well as famous, that one's judgement of a school must ultimately be based. 
Of many old scholars, of course, I had no information, though I would claim to have gathered 
some facts about the fortunes of over a half of the two thousand Maltonians who have passed 
through the School during the last fifty years. From this mass of information I have picked 
out what seems to me to be of particular interest or that which typifies whole groups of Old 







Maltonians. But it is my sincere wish that no one will be slighted or hurt by my omissions or 
possible misinformation. 


No doubt I will be asked my reasons for attempting such a history. The honest answer would 
be that it was for my own enjoyment. I happen to have a taste - many will consider it an odd 
one - for the history of all human institutions, but particularly of schools. The story of M.G.S. 
strikes me as one of absorbing interest, and I can only hope that this will be conveyed to the 
readers. But a school history can, I think, be justified on other grounds than its writer's 
satisfaction. I am quite convinced that a school gains by seeing itself as part of a lengthening 
tradition, that will give its Staff and scholars a keener sense of purpose and make them 
conscious not only of their debt to the past but of their responsibilities to the future. A written 
history, however imperfect, can surely do something to foster that tradition and to base it on 
fact and not on fancies. My own experience confirms the point. I came to M.G.S. in 1958; but 
though I had soon browsed through most of 'The Maltonian's, it was some years before I 
became even dimly aware of the past achievements of the School and of the pattern of its 
early development. It was to fill this sort of gap, and to make the residents of Malton and 
district aware of just how good a grammar school they have, that I have written this booklet.  


D.J.L. 
3 King's Avenue, Rochester, Kent. 
June 1965 


  







Six Blessings 


 


An old revivalist hymn urges us to 'count our blessings.' This can well be the task for our 
final chapter, for the reader will by now be satiated with facts and may wish to get the School 
into some sort of perspective before laying this booklet aside. To my mind there are six such 
blessings, well clear of all others, which have done most to make M.G.S. the splendid School 
it is and always has been. 


First, its setting amidst fair and unspoilt countryside, with an outlook as delightful as that of 
any school in England. Its pupils have come from the small towns of Malton and Norton, 
from the surrounding villages and from outlying farms and hamlets. Most of them have had 
their full share of the integrity and sincerity of the countryside and as pupils they have been 
trusting, co-operative and friendly. 


Second, its size, which has always been small enough to preserve something of the family 
atmosphere of the early days. The Headmaster and his Staff have come to know their pupils 
well, not just as names, faces and I.Q's., but so as to be able to give them the help and 
direction appropriate to their special needs. Many of the pupils have benefited in another 
way, for a higher proportion of them have held posts of responsibility, or played in School 
teams, than would have been the case in a larger establishment.  


Third, the fact that the School has been co-educational since its refoundation in 1911, and so 
has given its pupils the many benefits that come in later life as a result of the free and natural 
association of boys and girls during their adolescence. Co-education is now respectable and 
its merits are acknowledged by a growing range of informed opinion. Old Maltonians can 
well be proud that their school was among the pioneers of mixed secondary schools. 


Fourth, the kindness and wisdom of its three Headmasters, none of whom have been the 
efficient pieces of administrative machinery that many of their fellows too easily become, but 
have all retained a warm-hearted personal interest in the children and teachers in their charge. 
M.G.S. can be grateful, too, for the length of time that each one has held his office, bringing 
the School a stability to be envied by those schools that have witnessed a long procession of 
ambitious and reforming Headmasters. 


Fifth, that there have been so many devoted servants of the School, willing to give not only 
their hearts but much of their lives to M.G.S. This is in no sense an honours list, but who can 
think of M.G.S. without recalling some or all of 'A.B.', Miss Douthett, 'Mecca', Bruce Rolls, 
George and Gertrude Barker— and there are others, some still giving service, not very far 
behind them. It is names such as these that give a school its tradition and its sense of lasting 
values. May we mention here also the enlightened direction given to School affairs by its 
Governors, and in particular the active and sustained interest of the Worsley family. 


Sixth, the energy and skill of those many teachers who, though not feeling that M.G.S. 
should be their whole life's work, have nevertheless, during their years on the Staff, given 
without stint of their time and abilities. We think here, among others, of Marion Edwards, 
Thomas Curzon, Ethel Turner, Lucy Taylor, Bill Richardson, Beatrice Goldberg, and of 
many others, several of them still in office. 







The School, then, has much of which it can be proud. But this must not lead to complacency. 
Those of us who love M.G.S. must not be blinded to her shortcomings; they exist today as 
they did in the past. Much work remains ahead, but those who face it can feel themselves part 
of a fine tradition, which has sent out into the world some two thousand men and women, the 
great majority of whom have led happy and useful lives, and many of whom, as this booklet 
has shown, have done well enough by any worldly standards to reflect great credit on their 
School, and on all who have laboured there over the last fifty-four years.  


 








The Old School 


The first Malton Grammar School was founded in 1547, by the endowment of Robert 


Holgate, Archbishop of York and President of the King's Council of the North. The School 


stood in the cemetery of the Gilbertine Priory of Old Malton, where Holgate had once been a 


Canon, but which had been dissolved a few years previously. There had long been learning 


on this site, in association with the work of the Priory, and records refer to a schoolmaster as 


early as 1392. Old Malton today is an elongated village astride the Pickering Road, a mile or 


so north of Malton. Before the Normans came, however, it was the larger settlement and the 


foundation of the Priory in the twelfth century gave it a lead in the affairs of spirit and mind 


which it preserved even though New Malton, the Malton of today, soon overtook it in size, as 


it developed into the market town for the district. 


The endowment of a grammar school was very fashionable during the sixteenth century. The 


Reformation and its new learning were spreading from Europe and making their first real 


impact in England. There was a growing awareness of the need for education; the Church, in 


particular, was anxious to acquire an educated clergy. Foundations such as that at Old Malton 


were common, either by magnates of the Church or by the landed gentry, many of them rich 


from the expanding commerce of Tudor England. Holgate himself endowed two other 


Yorkshire grammar schools, at York and at Barnsley, both of which still bear his name. 


Very frequently the specific purpose of an endowment such as Holgate's was to furnish a 


schoolmaster's salary, enabling him to teach the local youth free of charge. In the case of 


Malton land was acquired at Norton, Yedingham and Ebbertson, to yield an annual income of 


£30, of which the master was to have £10 and the usher, or assistant master, £4, the rest being 


devoted to rent collection and property repairs. As elsewhere the endowment was controlled 


by a long list of statutes, designed to prevent any misappropriation of the funds and to ensure 


their use for the intended purpose. The rigidity of the statutes, however, was to be a nuisance 


in later years. 


Elaborate arrangements were made for the appointment of the master. He was to be chosen 


by the Archbishop of York, but on his default by the Dean and Chapter - and yet more 


provision was made should they in turn default. Latin was to be taught, and Greek and 


Hebrew at the master's discretion, a sign, indeed, that the new learning was reaching the north 


of England, then something of a frontier province. School hours were the usual ones of the 


day - 6 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. in summer, and 7 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. and 12.30 


p.m. to 5 p.m. in the winter. Holidays were allowed at Christmas and Easter, six weeks 


altogether. Each school day was to begin with prescribed prayers, and on Sundays and Holy 


Days the boys were to attend the services in Old Malton church, accompanied by the master. 


The subsequent history of the School remains pitifully obscure. We have a list of the 


schoolmasters, preserved in the archives of the diocese of York. Occasionally there is 


information about them, for example, John Ashmore, 1622-32, had previously taught at 


Ripon, and John Stockdale, 1707-26, was blind. The first master was Thomas Norman, 1547-


64, who may have been a former prior of the Gilbertine Priory at Mattersey. But no registers 


have come down to us, so that we know nothing of the boys attending the school until the 


very end of the nineteenth century, just before the final closure in 1904. 







Most of what can be written about Malton Grammar School during its early years is little 


more than speculation, based on what is known of other schools at that time. The grammar 


schools flourished during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, provided that the master 


was capable and energetic. Sometimes he had the support of an usher. We know this to have 


been the case at Malton between 1564 and 1621, when Thomas Histler was master and 


Stephen Jeysom usher. Most of the boys at grammar schools were between the ages of 8 and 


15, though the registers at nearby Pocklington show a range from 6 to 18. The usual 


requirement for admission was simply ability to read. Most of the teaching was of Latin, 


essential at that time for entry to the Professions. Many boys, however, left early, to be 


apprenticed to a trade, but others, probably a small minority in a country district such as that 


round Malton, stayed longer, intended for the University and a career as a clergyman, 


physician or lawyer. Boys who lived further than a walk or pony ride from school were 


forced by the long school hours to be boarders, in the master's house or in the village. But the 


majority of the scholars would have been the sons of the parishioners and burgesses of Old 


and New Malton. An account of Malton about 1690 declares it to be 'a pretty large town built 


of stone but poor; there is a large market place and several great houses of gentlemen round 


the town.' But to what extent these families supported the local school must remain an open 


question. We can only speculate, too, on the effect the affairs of the day would have had upon 


the school community, but we can be sure that even if the schoolboys took no account of the 


political revolutions staged in London, they would have shown eager interest in the Civil War 


skirmishes of their own neighbourhood. 


Most grammar schools declined during the eighteenth century and what evidence we have 


suggests that this was also the case at Malton. There were various causes, but much of the 


decline was due to financial difficulties. Currency at the time was decreasing in value, but 


any increase in the rents due from the School's land was rigidly prohibited by the Tudor 


statutes. By 1762 the master was leasing land at £14 a year which his tenants were subletting 


for over £110. In 1769 and 1770 the Archbishop attempted to improve matters by allowing 


some of the school land to be alienated in exchange for a rent charge to be awarded by the 


enclosure commissioners, then touring the country. This did raise the yield to £92 but as the 


sum was fixed at that figure the same misuses occurred after a few years, as currency 


continued to depreciate. From 1779 to 1783 Samuel Jackson met the situation by being 


master only in name, drawing his salary whilst holding another position, and paying the 


usher, at a reduced rate, to do the actual teaching. Such plurality was hardly in the school's 


best interests. 


The narrowness of the classical curriculum was another difficulty to be met, Latin being no 


longer the passport to all careers. The grammar schools were now facing competition from 


the newly established private schools and academies, offering such subjects as English, 


Modern Languages, Mathematics and Accounts. Many grammar school masters met the 


situation by teaching these subjects to private fee-paying pupils yet fulfilling the statutes by 


continuing to teach the Classics free of charge to the few remaining 'free boys.' In 1747 the 


new master, the Rev. Joseph Kerr, advertised of the school: 


'Youth are completely qualified for any Manner of Business, in Latin, Greek, etc. Also 


Arithmetic in all its parts, Navigation, Mensuration, Merchants Accounts, and Writing in very 


great perfection.' 


The fees for such enlightenment were 7 guineas for board, 9 guineas for board and learning, 


and £12 for learning, board and clothes, 'found in a decent manner.' This tendency to widen 







the curriculum was continued over the next hundred years, particularly in country districts, 


and eventually many grammar schools were no more than village schools. A Government 


commission investigated the situation in 1818 - one of the first signs that the Government 


was beginning to recognise responsibility for education - and reported that at Malton there 


were only four boys studying to the prescribed classical curriculum, though the parish clerk 


was allowed by the master to teach Reading, Writing and Arithmetic, and in 1827 there had 


been 20 and 30 labourers' children all paying a small fee. 


Another factor causing the decline of the school was local dissatisfaction with the 


schoolmaster. Some of the documents of these disputes are preserved in the York archives 


and give us a rare glimpse of the Malton schoolmasters as real personalities, albeit of often 


dubious character. In 1702 a petition was sent to the Archbishop complaining of the general 


direction of the school under George Mill, appointed in 1697. It was declared that Mill was 


'irregular and immoral,' but it should perhaps be noted that the petition was instigated by the 


schoolmaster of Hovingham, who was eager, apparently, to secure the job at Old Malton for 


himself , together with its superior salary. There was a counter petition asserting that Mill 


was 'a person of sober life . . . well qualified to be able to discharge his office.' 


Rather more heat was generated by the petition to the Archbishop from the people of Old 


Malton, sent on June 20th, 1764, against the Rev. Joseph Kerr, who had been master for 17 


years. This was the same Kerr who had broadened the curriculum when he first took up his 


office. It was asserted that Kerr had refused to teach the children of the petitioners, had not 


kept an usher but taken the wages for himself, and that his dialect was not suited to his 


position. Kerr defended himself indignantly: 


'I have been extremely ill-used by a rude and illiterate people ... I have done all in my power 


to prevail with the parents to make their children follow the example of mine but all in vain.'  


He concludes with the assertion: 


The best men in the township seem satisfied with what I do 


He was successful in his appeal and kept the post for another 13 years. 


The mid-nineteenth century brought the school further problems and its fortunes waned still 


further, culminating in closure in 1904. There was competition not only from local private 


academies but also from the expanding public schools and from the elementary schools, at 


first provided by Voluntary bodies but after the 1870 Education Act obligatory throughout 


the land. The public schools benefited enormously from the railways, which reached Malton 


in 1845, making them accessible from all parts of the country, and from the expansion and 


growing wealth of the upper middle class in the aftermath of the industrial revolution. 


Quicker communications and greater prosperity were also forces in the general drive for 


literacy, which caused elementary schools to sprout and flourish during the first half of the 


century. A school was opened in Norton in 1830, part of a considerable nineteenth expansion 


of the town, and a similar establishment was set up in Malton in 1858. In 1873, following the 


1870 Act which made attendance compulsory for at least part of childhood, the Norton school 


moved to new premises, which were used by the Norton Boys' School right up to 1963. 


In an attempt to meet this competition the Rev. William Pounds, appointed Master of the 


Grammar School in 1835, moved the school to Norton. The old schoolroom was let and in 







Norton the master ran what was virtually a private school, though he kept to the letter of the 


statutes by admitting free those Malton boys wishing to study only the classics. Nevertheless, 


the move was a flagrant disregard of the conditions of the foundation, as the master continued 


to draw his salary from the endowment income. But such disregard was by no means 


uncommon and was the consequence of the master's dependence on fees due to the poverty of 


the endowment under the financial conditions of the day. 


The move did, however, engender a good deal of local opposition, and when the Rev. Harry 


Garratt was appointed to succeed the Rev. Pounds in 1866 the school was soon moved back 


to its original building. In 1868 it had 21 day boys and 1 boarder. But it was never able to 


attract more than a handful of pupils and in 1904, on the death of the master, the school was 


finally closed. However, as the endowment continued to accumulate income, which was 


taken over by the Governors of the new school that succeeded it seven years afterwards, it 


can be legitimately claimed that the old Grammar School at Old Malton is a genuine ancestor 


of the school that now bears the proud name of Malton Grammar School. 


 





